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Delighting in our relationship with God involves both listening to Him 
speak and speaking to Him. Reading God’s living and active Word 
to hear Him often prompts our hearts because we are encouraged, 

challenged, convicted, or awestruck. Part of relationship is then taking 
the time to marvel, to contemplate, to consider our hearts and lives in 

light of his Word. These prayers are based off some of the daily Scripture 
readings and are intended as aides to that end of slowing down to 

wonder, to confess, to rejoice before the God who promises He hears 
when we speak to Him—and that even when we don’t know the words to 

say, He intercedes for us—what a gracious Father we have!



JANUARY 1 (GENESIS 1, MATTHEW 1)
God of all creation, what a marvelous and majestic God you must 
be – beyond what my mind can comprehend! The heavens declare 
your glory – through the day with blazing sun and billowing clouds, 
through the night with the reflecting moon and the shining stars 
you cause to appear and call by name. Rustling leaves and rippling 
brooks, grand mountains and glorious beaches, fragile flowers and 
enormous elephants display the goodness of your creative power all 
around us … Praise your name! May we never stop at observing the 
creation but always marvel at its Creator, who made us and placed 
us here to reflect your image in every corner of your creation. O may 
we be faithful today to do so because we find nothing so wonderfully 
glorious as your image! Thank you for making us. Thank you for 
saving us through your Son, Jesus. Thank you for being with us now 
and forever, our God, Immanuel. Amen.



JANUARY 2 (GENESIS 2, MATTHEW 2)
Jesus, our Creator, our Savior, and our King, we join the wise men 
in bowing before you in worship, in proclaiming you are worthy of 
our time and attention throughout this day, in bringing our best 
gifts – all our time, talents, and treasure – today for the service of 
your kingdom. You breathed into our nostrils the breath of life that 
we might live with you, delight in your presence, and enjoy your 
majestic goodness throughout this creation, most especially in one 
another. So give us grace today, we pray, not to seek after you with 
rage because you threaten our control and our kingdoms but rather 
to seek after you with humility because you are the King who grants 
us life and fills us with joy. Thank you, Jesus, for coming for us so we 
can once again experience the wonder of standing before you and 
one another exposed and yet embraced. Might we live today free 
from sin and free from shame because we are yours. Amen.



JANUARY 3 (GENESIS 3, MATTHEW 3)
Holy Father, how often I have neglected your Word, doubted your 
good care for me, and disobeyed your direction for my life. I look at 
my own heart and acknowledge my selfish desires and preference 
for my own way in so many areas (tell God about your own idols and 
struggles) … I look at my own life and confess my willful disobedience 
both by commission and by omission (confess to God your own sinful 
actions) … I look at the world around me and grieve the evidence 
of the Fall and the curse on creation, relationships, and cultures 
(ask God to heal the places of brokenness that sadden you today). 
Most of all, Father, our rebellion has broken our relationship with 
you – help us, heal us, restore us! Have mercy on me and in all my 
unrighteousness, grant to me to be covered in Jesus’ righteousness, 
that I may know today I am still your beloved son, in whom you are 
well pleased. I plead with you in His holy name, Amen.  

 



JANUARY 4 (GENESIS 4, MATTHEW 4)
Jesus, we come to you as people familiar with the battle against 
sin and the temptation of Satan. Praise you for your succeeding 
where we have often failed, for trusting your Father’s provision 
instead of taking things into your own hands, for leaning on the 
truth of Scripture to combat the lies of Satan. Your faithfulness is 
our hope, your righteousness our pure garments, your life our life. 
In the strength of your Spirit, might we repent of our failures, resist 
the schemes of Satan, and rest in the purity of your righteousness – 
a righteousness we receive from God only by faith! Today, gracious 
Father, give us your grace to humble ourselves under your mighty 
hand, to resist the Devil and watch him flee, to live with and for the 
Savior who lived and lives for us. We rely not on our strength but 
on yours in the matchless name of our perfectly obedient Hero and 
Savior, King Jesus, Amen. 



JANUARY 5 (GENESIS 5, MATTHEW 5)
Jesus, in reflecting on your law, we realize the standard is as high 
as heaven’s perfection, wide enough to include all our neighbors 
and even enemies, and as deep as the thoughts and desires of our 
hearts. How beautiful your law is to us! And yet how unattainable the 
standard often feels! Thank you for teaching us the true nature of 
the law you came to fulfill and at the same time for offering blessing 
to the poor in spirit. Make us, Holy Spirit, into those children of 
God who love as we have been loved by extending forgiveness to 
enemies, who find joy in you by sharing of your goodness with others 
around us, and who delight in making peace by giving generously of 
our time and treasure even to the undeserving. May all who see us 
today and are impacted by the way we treat them give glory to God 
because you have made us salt and light in Huntsville and beyond. 
So very amen, we pray.



JANUARY 6 (GENESIS 6, MATTHEW 6)
O God, in a world that ignores your ways and multiplies wickedness 
– to which we ourselves contribute – have mercy that we might find 
grace, favor with you, like Noah. So work in our hearts that it may be 
said of us, as it was of Noah, that we did all that you commanded us 
to do. We are anxious, Father, worried about (tell God what weighs 
on your heart) – but we remember now that you know what we need 
and give us our daily bread. We seek first our own kingdoms in so 
many ways (tell God about an idol you’re seeking) – but we remember 
now that your kingdom is more worthy. We lay up for ourselves 
treasures on earth (tell God what things of this world attract your 
heart’s affection) – but we remember now that our Heavenly Father 
delights to give us good things that last from the abundance of his 
eternal treasure. So may we trust you and your Word and pray for 
your help to follow you, in Jesus’ name, Amen.



JANUARY 7 (GENESIS 7, MATTHEW 7)
Our Father in Heaven, you are such a good Father – kind and 
compassionate, faithful and true. You give so many good gifts to 
your children, well beyond what we deserve. And you invite us to 
ask you expectantly because of your gracious character – forgive 
us when we don’t think highly enough of you to ask. At the start 
of this new year, we ask for your glory to be our heart’s desire. We 
ask for your provision for us and our families. We ask for our friends 
and neighbors who don’t know you as their Father to find the 
stability of building their houses on the rock. We ask for our mission 
partners to be encouraged by your faithfulness and by new gospel 
opportunities. We ask for those in our community overwhelmed by 
life to experience the comfort of your presence by your Spirit. We 
ask for a renewed passion for time with you every day of this year. 
And we ask all these things with the confidence that you love to 
answer. Amen.



JANUARY 8 (GENESIS 8, MATTHEW 8)
God of all creation, thank you that the sun rises again this morning 
because you are faithful to your covenant promises. You are the One 
who speaks and brings life to the world, who speaks and calms the 
storms, who speaks and upholds the creation moment by moment. 
Because of your great power and steadfast love, we awake and live 
in a world of beauty and life. Would you please grow in me faith like 
the centurion – faith that trusts your power more than my own, your 
plan more than my own, your promises more than my own. I marvel 
today at the Jesus who heals, who calms, who rules over evil – surely 
there is no one else like Him! (Tell God the things about Jesus you 
most love or find most marvelous!) I worship you, Jesus. I trust you, 
Jesus. I place my faith in you, Jesus, and no one else, even as I pray 
in your beautiful and powerful name, Amen.



JANUARY 9 (GENESIS 9-10, MATTHEW 9)
(Spend a few moments contemplating a rainbow – the beautiful sign 
of God’s beautiful covenant promises that He is no longer at war with 
the earth.) Glorious and faithful God, for centuries and millennia you 
have continued to hang your bow in the clouds. Time after time 
you remind us that we can trust your promises. In the midst of each 
storm, you assure us that there is hope and life and good news to be 
shared. You continue to call us to bear your image in every corner 
of your creation. As you continue to heal, we are agents of your 
healing. As you continue to teach, we are agents of your truth. As 
you continue to call people to yourself, we are agents of your gospel 
call. We pray earnestly, as you command us, to send out workers 
into your harvest fields – even show us, faithful covenant God, where 
and to whom you are sending us – that the earth may be filled with 
the knowledge of you, your beauty, and your faithfulness. Amen.



JANUARY 10 (GENESIS 11, MATTHEW 10)
Merciful Father, forgive us for seeking to make a name for ourselves 
when you have called us to fill the earth with the glory of your name, 
for caring more about our fame than yours, for seeking to accomplish 
things our way rather than yours. You have sent us into the world that 
we might freely give away the good news of the kingdom of heaven 
that we have freely received. O make us more generous, sacrificial, 
and obedient. Do what you must that your people would fulfill your 
calling on our lives. Humble us, redirect us, even foil our plans for 
the sake of the earth being filled with your glory. Even, Lord, give 
us perseverance to endure persecution for the sake of your name 
– especially our missionaries from Ireland to India, from France to 
Togo – because you have numbered every hair on our head. So, 
Good Shepherd, we trust you, we follow you, we declare your glory 
among the nations – for the sake of Jesus, Amen.



JANUARY 11 (GENESIS 12, MATTHEW 11)
O God of Abraham, who set out to bless his undeserving people for 
the sake of the nations, indeed give us the rest you offer us today. 
We are weary and heavy laden from the battle against evil in our 
hearts (tell Jesus your specific sin struggles), from the attacks of the 
Evil One (tell Jesus your specific attacks), from the broken structures 
of this evil age (tell Jesus the specific burdens you carry from this 
world). Give us rest this Sabbath Day in our bodies, in our minds, 
especially in our souls. May we lay down our burdens, set down our 
devices, and put down our sins. In their place may we take up your 
promises in your Word, hold up our brothers and sisters who are 
weary, and pick up the comfort of your finished work. Come to us, 
Holy Spirit, and bless us. Help us come to Jesus today. So teach us 
to trust Him more that we might not miss the rest He offers us. In his 
gracious and glorious name we pray, Amen.



JANUARY 12 (GENESIS 13, MATTHEW 12)
What a beautiful Savior you are to us, Lord Jesus! A bruised reed 
you will not break – O thank you, because we are often weak and 
wounded, sick and sore; we so desperately need your tender care 
and healing. A smoldering wick you will not quench – O thank you, 
because we falter and fade and so desperately need your strength 
that we might burn with a zeal for you. We place our hope in your 
name, in your promises, in your strength for today and every day, 
O promised Messiah, Lion of Judah, Good Shepherd! Show us our 
weakness that we may see more of your strength. Show us our need 
that we may see more of your sufficiency. Show us our sin that we 
may see more of your mercy. We want to know you more, Jesus. We 
long to experience closeness with you. We desperately need you 
and are grateful that you are not ashamed to call us your brothers 
and sisters. We love you! Amen.



JANUARY 13 (GENESIS 14, MATTHEW 13)
Jesus, you indeed are the pearl of great price, the treasure hidden 
in the field, the One whom to know and have as our own we would 
gladly sell everything we have. Your kingdom, even though it might 
appear small to us at times, is the one we would seek first, serve 
most, and give the best of our lives for. Forgive us, Lord, when we 
neglect time with you in the midst of our busyness and hurry. Forgive 
us, Lord, when we chase pleasure, power, or possessions as more 
valuable than you. Forgive us, Lord, when we choose protecting our 
own comfort over living for your kingdom. May it be true, King Jesus, 
that you are more precious to us than gold or silver, that nothing we 
desire compares to you, that we would leave everything we have to 
follow you – and that we would find any sacrifice worth it to treasure 
the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus our Lord. Reset 
our values, precious Lord. Amen.



JANUARY 14 (GENESIS 15, MATTHEW 14)
O God, my shield, my defender, the One who makes covenant 
promises to me and keeps them at the cost of his own Son, 
strengthen my faith today. What could harm me if I am held in your 
strong hand? Who can stand against me if you sustain me? How 
could I go without anything I need when you provide all that I need? 
Strengthen my faith today. What an amazing gift that you credit faith 
as righteousness even before I’ve done anything to earn it. You walk 
through the animals while I sleep because you’re more committed 
to our relationship than I am. Strengthen my faith today. When the 
winds of trouble blow all around me, when I begin to be afraid, 
when I begin to lose sight of you because I’m so distracted by my 
circumstances, fix my gaze afresh on Jesus so that I am certain I 
am rescued by Him, forgiven by Him, and held by Him today and 
always. Strengthen my faith today so I live by faith in the Son of God. 
In his name I pray, Amen.



JANUARY 15 (GENESIS 16, MATTHEW 15)
O God who sees, as you once saw Hagar by the spring of water in 
the wilderness, see me today. I, too, feel insignificant and forgotten 
when (tell God about a situation in your life where you feel no one 
cares). I, too, struggle to feel you are caring for me (tell God why 
you struggle to see his provision in your life). I, too, feel afraid and 
uncertain how to go on in my own strength (tell God how you feel 
when you seem alone and overwhelmed). But you see me. The God 
who watches over the entire universe sees me. The God who never 
slumbers nor sleeps sees me. The God who is near the broken-
hearted and saves the crushed in spirit sees me. Even when I don’t 
see you, you, Lord, see me. Thank you, thank you, thank you! Remind 
me that when you see me, you remember me for my good – and so 
incline and enflame my heart toward you that I would honor you not 
only with my lips but also with a heart that longs to stay near you. 
Amen.



JANUARY 16 (GENESIS 17, MATTHEW 16)
Praise be to the God of the covenant, the God whose covenant 
relationship is with us and our children, the God whose covenant 
relationship is everlasting! How immediately and eternally hopeful! 
You hold us, and you hold our children. In fact, you sent your own 
child to earth and to the cross that we might be yours forever. Keep 
us clear on the unique identity of Jesus as the promised Messiah, 
the Son of the living God, the King who gives his life for his subjects 
rather than demanding they give their lives for Him. Make us willing 
today to lose our lives for the One who lost his life for us. Show us 
what the path of the cross looks like in our own lives lest we live for 
ourselves. Remind us that even if we were to gain the whole world, 
if our souls were yet distant from Jesus, we would lose. And so, 
our covenant God, hold us tight and take our lives and let them be 
consecrated, Lord, to Thee. Amen.



JANUARY 17 (GENESIS 18, MATTHEW 17)
Holy Father, this picture of Abraham interceding for sinful people is 
a beautiful reminder to us of our great Advocate, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. Even today He stands before you not merely transfigured 
for a moment but exalted forever – we rejoice with Bunyan that our 
righteousness is in heaven! Even today He pleads his blood for our 
forgiveness so that his Father can remain both just and the One 
who justifies sinners – we rejoice that we now have peace with God 
through Jesus Christ! Even today by his Spirit He intercedes for us 
when we don’t know how to pray with groans that words cannot 
express – we rejoice that we can come with confidence into your 
throne room even when we don’t know what to ask for and don’t 
have words. Show us Jesus more glorious, more gracious, more 
generous toward us than we ever dared to dream. In his name and 
for his glory we ask you, Amen.



JANUARY 18 (GENESIS 19, MATTHEW 18)
God who is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding 
in steadfast love, I bring before you today (tell God about a 
relationship that is actively difficult for you, one in which you are 
harboring bitterness or unforgiveness, one that you struggle to desire 
restoration in or struggle to know how to pursue reconciliation). As I 
pray for (name this person), I ask you to give me your heart for them. 
I ask you to help me see them the way you see them. I ask you to 
give me forgiveness for even the sins they haven’t confessed to me. 
And O Father, when your loving heart is slow to come in me, remind 
me how much forgiveness you have shown me, how you had to 
pluck me out of those deserving destruction, how but for your grace 
I would be continuing to run away from you. So soften my heart. 
Fill me with your forgiveness. Grant me your peace in this broken 
relationship for the glory of your gracious name. Amen.



JANUARY 19 (GENESIS 20, MATTHEW 19)
Heavenly Father, we lift before you today the families of our family, 
church family, and community. Protect and nourish our marriages, 
God. We are, like Father Abraham, so capable of thinking only of 
ourselves and treating our spouses carelessly. By your Spirit, help us 
flee sexual immorality. Guard us against divorce by deepening the 
bonds of love in our marriage and giving us forgiveness to share in 
place of resentment and bitterness. Might we put on display for this 
watching, lonely, and confused world the love that you have for your 
Church. Grow and mature our children, God. You welcome them to 
yourself, Jesus, and you bless them. Even now by the work of your 
Spirit, work in the hearts of the children of Southwood; give them 
grace to see the wonder of relationship with you; use their teachers 
and small group leaders to show your love to them from the nursery 
through to High-Life. Help all our families, Jesus. Amen.



JANUARY 20 (GENESIS 21, MATTHEW 20)
Jesus, the great Physician; Jesus, the One who looks in pity on his 
hurting people; Jesus, the Healer of all our diseases, help us, we 
pray. We lift before you this morning those in our church family and 
community we know battle chronic pain and illness. Give (include 
specific names here) endurance, relief, and faith. In your mercy meet 
those caring for loved ones who are battling dementia or failing 
health. Remember and strengthen (include specific names here), O 
God. Bring healing to those battling everything from cancer to colds 
(include specific names here), for those awaiting surgery and others 
recovering from surgery (include specific names here), for those 
battling addictions, depression, and other mental illness (include 
specific names here). Thank you, ultimately, for coming to give your 
life as a ransom for many so that our eternal healing is certain. We 
love you and look for your healing, Jesus. Amen.



JANUARY 21 (GENESIS 22, MATTHEW 21)
Jesus, I rejoice that you have come as the promised sacrifice, our 
promised substitute, the promised provision of God for my greatest 
needs. Thank you for standing in my place and paying it all, that 
debtors like me may go free forever. Thank you for bearing my 
sins in your body on the tree so that I might die to sin and live 
to righteousness. Thank you for becoming sin for me in this great 
exchange so that I might become the righteousness of God in union 
with you. What a great Savior I have! Increase my faith, grow my 
gratitude, enlarge my love for Jesus. When I survey the wondrous 
cross on which the Prince of Glory died, my richest gain I count but 
loss and pour contempt on all my pride. May I never boast except 
in the cross of Jesus. May I take up my cross today and live for his 
glory. May I live with Him today in the confidence that He will be 
all that I need. Praise you, my great substitute and my dear friend! 
Amen.



JANUARY 22 (GENESIS 23, MATTHEW 22)
How amazing it is, Almighty God, that the first and most important 
thing you require of us is not to do something for you but to live 
in loving relationship with you! With all we are and all we have we 
worship you. We declare you are lovely beyond our comprehension 
– your glory is infinite, your steadfast love is endless, your grace 
is inexhaustible! You are infinite, eternal, and unchanging in your 
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. And 
so we seek your help because we have not loved you as we ought 
but instead focused on other priorities and pursuits. In fact, we have 
so often loved ourselves more than we love you or the neighbors you 
made in your image and placed in our paths. Even as you extend 
your forgiveness again, draw our hearts back to love you more than 
anyone or anything else. In the matchless name of Jesus we pray, 
Amen.



JANUARY 23 (GENESIS 24, MATTHEW 23)
O God who pursues our hearts, forgive us for the pharisaical 
tendencies alive and well in us all. We long too much for the applause 
of man and position ourselves for honor rather than pointing praise 
to you. Sometimes we even exalt ourselves at the expense of others; 
O Lord, humble us that you may lift us up! Forgive us for offering 
as hope to our neighbors a life lived more like ours rather than a 
life rescued by Jesus. Forgive us for talking about your heart for 
the poor but overlooking the cold, hungry, and lonely in our own 
city. Forgive us for focusing on the appearance of spirituality while 
neglecting a heart that beats with love for you and delight in your 
Word. Cleanse us from the inside, out, Holy Spirit, that we may be 
truly clean. Wash us so that we will be whiter than snow. Restore to 
us the joy of our salvation – knowing and loving you deeply today 
and forever! Thank you for pursuing our hearts. Amen.



JANUARY 24 (GENESIS 25, MATTHEW 24)
O Jesus, make me ready and waiting – even longing – for your return! 
When the burdens and pains of this life seem too much for me to 
bear (tell Him what feels like that right now), help me look forward 
to my eternal heavenly home you have prepared for me. When I feel 
alone and abandoned (tell Him when you recently felt He didn’t see 
your struggle), remind me that you are coming back for me – that 
where you are I may also be. When I get so focused on the things of 
this world that I don’t make time for you or prioritize your kingdom 
(tell Him what has been distracting your heart’s attention and 
affection most often this week), lift my eyes to see from your eternal 
perspective that the things I see are temporary while the unseen 
things really last. Even today, come, Lord Jesus! Come and deliver 
us, come and restore us, come and satisfy us with your steadfast 
love that brought you to this earth the first time. Maranatha! Amen. 

 



JANUARY 25 (GENESIS 26, MATTHEW 25)
O Jesus, how closely you associate yourself with the least, the lost, 
the littlest, the lonely, and the left-out! You say that in loving them, 
we love you. You say this is a fundamental evidence of being yours. 
You say our neglect of loving them is a neglect of loving you. O 
forgive us, Jesus, for the many times we have neglected to care 
for you by neglecting to care for those you made in your image 
and you love so passionately. Thank you that you have extended 
blessing to us far beyond our deserving because of your gracious 
promises and faithful character. You indeed have loved us when we 
were desperate and undeserving. Might we then delight in sharing 
that same kind of love with many others. Give us your eyes for the 
broken-hearted; give us your arms for the ones neglected; give us 
your heart for the ones forgotten. May we use the gifts you have 
given us to love the ones you created to love. Amen.



JANUARY 26 (GENESIS 27, MATTHEW 26)
Jesus, our great Savior, in the agony and torment of facing the cross, 
you prayed to your Father, “Not as I will, but as you will. … Your will 
be done.” We who live united to you by faith would pray that same 
prayer over and over today. Your will be done, Father. Not what I 
will but what you will. We pray this for the people we love most 
(name people you struggle to trust to God and conclude with Jesus’ 
prayer) … We pray this for the situations most important to us (tell 
God the places you most want to be in control and have things your 
way and conclude with Jesus’ prayer). … We pray this for the plans 
we are making for the future (list the ways you would like to see your 
life go but need to trust to your Heavenly Father and conclude with 
Jesus’ prayer). Your will is best. You will answer our prayers with what 
we ask for or with what we would ask for if we knew everything you 
know. So we trust you, gracious Father. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



JANUARY 27 (GENESIS 28, MATTHEW 27)
O God, who dwells in unapproachable light but stoops to dwell 
with the lowly, come make your home with me right where I am 
today. As you came near to Jacob in his weakness, sin, struggle, 
and uncertainty, as you reaffirmed your gracious promises to him 
when he least deserved them, as you affirmed your presence with 
him wherever he went, so speak your comfort to my heart today. 
Thank you especially for making your home with us in the person of 
Jesus – what a holy incarnation! Thank you that his life here assures 
us heaven still intends to dwell with the lowly. Thank you for his 
sacrificial death in our place – even dying for those of us who at 
times have abandoned, rejected, or neglected Him. May his blood 
be on us and on our children – to cover us in our shame, to wash 
away all our sin, to restore life where we deserve death. Thank you 
for being with us today in every moment and every situation, our 
ever-present Help. Amen.



JANUARY 28 (GENESIS 29, MATTHEW 28)
Risen Jesus, you are alive – what a marvelous reality! You died but 
are alive forevermore, never more to die. Now we must no longer be 
afraid – of Satan, of death, of loneliness, of weakness, of people, of 
failure. You are with us, you are for us, you are with us! Jesus, as you 
sent your disciples to make disciples of all nations, so may we pray 
and labor for everyone we know and everyone around the world to 
know the risen Savior. As you sent your disciples under your authority, 
so may we live today not relying on our own strength but depending 
on the power of your Holy Spirit. As you sent your disciples yet 
promised to be with them always, so may we trust that we are never 
alone and that you live to live in us and with us. Your resurrection is 
our hope, King Jesus, as we look forward to the day we rise with you 
to live with you, nevermore to die – what a marvelous reality! Fill us 
with that hope, in our risen Savior’s name, Amen.  



JANUARY 29 (GENESIS 30, MARK 1)
Merciful God, I am amazed by the people you choose to bless. 
You bless deceptive tricksters, selfish spouses, distracted disciples, 
tormented churchgoers, desperate sick people, and disobedient 
lepers. This amazing grace gives me such great hope because I (tell 
God some of the reasons you feel undeserving of his mercy, healing, 
or affection). Though everyone else may forget me, you will never 
forget me. Though my sins earn your wrath, you will forgive me 
because of Jesus. Though my strength fail me, you will yet sustain 
me. You love me not because I am lovely but because you are loving. 
Praise the Lord for this, O my soul! Even today meet me, Lord, and 
help me as I (tell God the weaknesses, challenges, and struggles you 
anticipate already today). Guide me as I face unexpected difficulties 
that I may trust your sovereign grace in all things. In the mighty 
name of Jesus, Amen.



JANUARY 30 (GENESIS 31, MARK 2)
Heavenly Father, who knows what I need even before I ask Him, you 
have called me to ask, to come boldly before your throne of grace, 
to acknowledge my dependence upon you. Thank you for meeting 
my needs even better than I know them! Thank you for healing my 
heart when I ask merely for my body to be healed. Thank you for 
seeing through my tough exterior to the sinful, needy heart. Help 
me, Jesus, great Friend of Sinners, to be the kind of friend who 
brings other people to you. Even now I bring before you, the God of 
all comfort, those I know who are grieving (lift specific people before 
God) … I bring before you, the way, the truth, and the life, those I 
know who are wandering from you (lift specific people before God) 
… I bring before you, the God who provides, those I know who are 
in particular need (lift specific people before God). Meet them and 
me, Jesus, even better than I know to ask. I come needy to you. 
Amen. 

  



JANUARY 31 (GENESIS 32, MARK 3)
Almighty God, how desperately I need your blessing! I need you to 
do good to me and my family. I need you to turn your face toward 
me in loving kindness and grace. Like Jacob as he wrestled with 
you, I plead for your goodness to fall on me even if it hurts in the 
process. Praise you, Father, that you delight to give good gifts to 
your children who ask. From the depths of your being, you are a 
God who blesses, who gives yourself to your people in everlasting 
relationship that we will one day enjoy face to face. You pronounce 
your blessing upon us repeatedly, as you promise to be the One 
who keeps us, who makes his face shine upon us, who is gracious 
and gives us peace. O may we live in the light of your face today! 
May we delight in being in your family, your sons and daughters who 
love to bear our Father’s image and reflect our Father’s glory in our 
Father’s world. Through Jesus we ask this, Amen. 





The Riverside Church Two Year Bible Reading Plan 
(Volume 1 & Volume 2) will allow you to read the 
New Testament and Psalms once every year and 

the Old Testament once every two years.

This bible reading plan is adapted from one 
compiled by Scottish preacher Robert Murray 

M’Cheyne (1813-1843).

You will find daily devotionals matching these 
readings in D.A. Carson’s For the Love of God: A 
Daily Companion for Discovering the Riches of 

God’s Word, Volume Two.
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SOUTHWOOD EXISTS TO 

experience and express grace
 IN RELATIONSHIPS THAT IMPACT ETERNITY.

Southwood Presbyterian Church
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