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Delighting in our relationship with God involves both listening to Him 
speak and speaking to Him. Reading God’s living and active Word 
to hear Him often prompts our hearts because we are encouraged, 

challenged, convicted, or awestruck. Part of relationship is then taking 
the time to marvel, to contemplate, to consider our hearts and lives in 

light of his Word. These prayers are based off some of the daily Scripture 
readings and are intended as aides to that end of slowing down to 

wonder, to confess, to rejoice before the God who promises He hears 
when we speak to Him—and that even when we don’t know the words to 

say, He intercedes for us—what a gracious Father we have!



MAY 1 (NUMBERS 8, PSALM 44)
Faithful God, you have been so good to your people – delivering 
us from sin and death through the gift of your Son, providing us an 
eternal security through your precious promises, empowering and 
guiding us day by day through your indwelling Holy Spirit. Thank 
you! We are eternally grateful! And yet, God, it often seems the 
enemies of your people have the upper hand on us – maligning us 
in the public square for holding to the truth of your Word, mocking 
our “old-fashioned” morality that is even cast as being hateful to 
dear neighbors you call us to love, convincing our young people 
that they are missing out on the real life to be found in this world. O 
God, help! O God, defend us! O God, deliver us! Don’t let us give in 
to the promise of wealth, fame, and pleasure in this world. Help us 
cling to the God of steadfast love, who clings to us no matter what. 
We trust you, and we plead for your help in Jesus’ name, Amen.



MAY 2 (NUMBERS 9, PSALM 45)
Holy Spirit who dwells in me to point me to my Father and guide 
my every step, help me to listen to you and follow your direction 
every moment of this day. I have many plans, a schedule to keep, 
an agenda to accomplish … but I don’t want to go anywhere or do 
anything except at the command of the Lord. He is the One who 
has delivered me from slavery to sin. He is the One who provides 
my daily bread. He is the One who strengthens me in my weakness. 
So help me to obey all his commands, to follow no other guide, to 
trust no other wisdom than his. Father, today I commit to you my 
plans; today I ask for your blessing on all the interactions I will have 
with other people in your image – the ones I already know of and 
the ones I don’t; today I plead for an awareness of your presence 
with me to assure me of your love and to guide my path in the way 
of peace. You alone know what I most need. I trust you! Amen.



MAY 3 (NUMBERS 10, PSALM 46-47)
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing! You alone are 
my refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble – how many 
troubles I face even today – my sinful flesh, the griefs of those I love, 
the wars that rage around the world, the injustice I feel helpless 
against, the pains my body carries, the anxieties and temptations 
that torment my soul. (Take a few minutes to tell God about the 
things weighing on your mind and heart, whatever He brings to your 
mind.) Now, God, I can be still. I can be silent. I can stop trying to 
control my world and trust the One who knows my hurts and holds 
the whole world in his hands. (Spend a few minutes in complete 
silence and stillness. Listen to God. Remind yourself when you feel 
awkward that He is God, that He is with you, and that He is your 
fortress.) Praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, the true and 
living God. May your name be exalted in me and beyond me today. 
Amen. 



MAY 4 (NUMBERS 11, PSALM 48)
Gracious Father, forgive me when I complain, when I decide I know 
better than you what I most need, when eternal salvation and a 
relationship with you today seems not enough for me. How foolish, 
self-focused, and ungrateful I can be! Even the difficulties and 
struggles of my life in this world are opportunities to bring my needs 
to you, to receive your healing, to trust your sovereign care for me. 
Don’t let me miss these opportunities! (Tell God the things in your 
life that are so frustrating you’ve been allowing them to distance 
you from Him rather than bringing them to Him in prayer.) You have 
given me your Son. You have given me your Word. You have given 
me your people – among them, elders to demonstrate your personal 
care for me and each one of your precious sheep. You have given 
me your joy. You have given me your love. You have given me your 
hope – that I might be secure, satisfied in you always. Make me so 
today. Amen. 



MAY 5 (NUMBERS 12-13, PSALM 49)
Faithful Father, I confess this morning that comparing myself to 
those around me so often steals the joy I have in you from my heart. 
Sometimes I’m afraid that if I don’t have what they have, I’m not 
safe, secure, or important. Other times I’m really discouraged about 
myself, disappointed that I couldn’t become more like what I wanted 
to be. Sometimes I’m just jealous that other people have things that 
I want. I get so focused, Father, on the things of this world that I 
forget the riches I have in relationship with you, in Christ in whom 
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Help me 
see today with the eyes of eternity. Help me trust the God who has 
always provided what I really need even when I don’t realize it in the 
moment. Help me walk with the God who promises never to leave 
or forsake me, including when I enjoy the imperishable inheritance 
He has for me forever. Forgive me and focus me, Jesus. Amen.



MAY 6 (NUMBERS 14, PSALM 50)
Merciful God, forgive your people when we fearfully fail to trust your 
promises, when we selfishly prefer our own ways to your commands, 
when we stubbornly choose a return to Egypt over life full of your 
abundant provision in the Promised Land. We, like your people 
Israel, can be so cautious about taking a step of faith when you’ve 
promised us the gates of Hell will not withstand your Church. We, 
like your people Israel, get distracted from faithfully following you 
by all the seemingly good things around us that we need to keep 
us safe. We, like your people Israel, sometimes prefer our own sin 
because it’s comfortable and known to us than a life of freedom 
and faith where you bless us beyond what we could ask or imagine. 
(Tell God where you see these sinful tendencies in our church and 
Christians more broadly in our day). Forgive us, revive our hearts, 
renew your Church, all for the glory of Jesus. Amen. 



MAY 7 (NUMBERS 15, PSALM 51)
O God, reading David’s confession is so humbling because the 
weight of my sin and failure hits me afresh. My careless words, 
wrongful thoughts, and selfish deeds are first and foremost against 
you and your holy name. How could I bow to any other God? My 
heart is wicked and deceptive, and time and again I wander. Yet it’s 
my heart you seem to care about so much and want to renovate 
and long to have return to you. After all the detail you gave for 
these Old Testament sacrifices, the thing you’re really after is my 
heart. You long for relationship with me at the deepest level of who 
you made me to be. You want not merely a tweaked behavior but 
transformed affections. You are working in me not to use me but to 
restore me that I might know you and the true joy of my salvation in 
relationship with you! O Holy Spirit, above all else work in me that 
clean, broken, and contrite heart in which God delights. For Jesus’ 
sake, Amen.



MAY 8 (NUMBERS 16, PSALM 52-54)
Faithful, covenant-keeping God, I will sing and think and speak of 
your steadfast love now and all the day! When I think only of my sin, 
I am overwhelmed – there is no part of me that relates to you the 
way that I should. When I consider my capacity for rebellion and 
self-promotion, I am humbled – I’m as capable as Korah of pushing 
myself forward and neglecting to trust God. When I dwell on your 
holy justice and hatred for sin, I am driven to my knees – I’m so 
deserving of your punishment if left to my own devices. So, Father, 
I will trust in your steadfast love forever and ever. I will trust that 
although my sins are like scarlet, you make them white as snow. I will 
trust that you are more loving toward me than I can imagine. I will 
trust that your love for me is based not on my being lovely but on 
your being loving. So today may every gift and every struggle drive 
me back to your steadfast love. Praise you, Jesus! Amen.



MAY 9 (NUMBERS 17-18, PSALM 55)
Great God and King, you invite me to cast my burden on you and 
find that you will sustain me. So I do that now … (Tell God what 
weighs heavy on your heart for yourself personally – sin, struggle, 
health; what weighs heavy on your heart for others – your kids, your 
neighbors, your friends; what weighs heavy on your heart for the 
world around you – our nation, wars and injustice, persecution and 
martyrdom.) What a comfort, Father, that you hear your child’s cries 
no matter when we bring them to you! What a comfort, King Jesus, 
that you rule over the nations and every situation that burdens me! 
What a comfort, tender Spirit, that you know how to sustain me in 
the darkest moments and at my weakest times! O how I need your 
sustaining grace again today! Thank you that its fullness is more than 
enough to meet my ever-increasing need. I draw near and cry out to 
you in Jesus’ name, Amen.



MAY 10 (NUMBERS 19, PSALM 56-57)
In our weakness, Heavenly Father, there is much for us to fear – 
spiritual attack, personal failure, emotional pain, and much more 
(tell God what some of your specific fears are right now). But as I 
turn to place my trust in you again, I find that you don’t belittle my 
concerns. My fears and my tears are precious to you; in fact, you 
collect them in a bottle and write them in your book! You, the One 
who will one day wipe them all away, yet value them today as I so 
need. You are so worthy of my trust, Father, that not a hair falls from 
my head apart from you, that you hear my cries even when I’m in 
the depths, that even in death you are strong enough to protect 
my life so that even when I die I will live. Thank you that you have 
delivered me from all these fears being ultimate or all these tears 
being permanent! Give me the strength of your Spirit to trust you 
again today in my most fearful places. Amen.



MAY 11 (NUMBERS 20, PSALM 58-59)
God, it is sobering to me that Miriam (who led your people in praise 
after the Red Sea deliverance), Moses (who was your appointed 
prophet who spoke personally with you), and Aaron (who was your 
chosen priest to represent your people and lead them to you) all died 
before reaching the Promised Land to which you had them leading 
your people. How my weakness gnaws at my heart! Like Moses, 
even in my greatest moments of leadership and service of God, I am 
tempted to trust myself, to do things my own way, or to take glory 
for myself. Truly, who can deliver me from this body of death? Praise 
Jesus that there is a greater Savior, a greater Priest, and a greater 
Promised Land where He is taking even those of us who fail or fall 
along the way! Give me the humility needed for someone of my 
weakness and the courage needed for someone with your strength 
at work in him. In Jesus’ name I ask. Amen.  



MAY 12 (NUMBERS 21, PSALM 60-61)
Jesus, today I contemplate the serpent in the wilderness – where in 
desperation the people cried out for help and looked for salvation 
to that which was killing them – and I praise you for being lifted 
up for me, for becoming sin for me even though you knew no sin, 
for allowing me to look at what was killing me and find salvation, 
deliverance, healing, and hope. Precious Savior, how amazing that 
you so full of blessing would become a curse for me! How humbling 
that you so near to the Father would be sent away that I might be 
welcomed in! How awe-inspiring that you who needed no saving 
would give your life to save a wretch like me! Indeed, hear my cry, 
O God, and lead me to the Rock that is higher than I. No one else 
could save like you, Jesus. No other refuge offers safety like you, 
Jesus. No one else is lifted up on a cross to draw people to Himself 
forever. Praise your gracious and awesome name! Amen.



MAY 13 (NUMBERS 22, PSALM 62-63)
Almighty God of power, gracious God of steadfast love, who 
is like you? Thank you for being both strong and tender, both 
mighty and merciful, both transcendent above and heavens and 
immanent in my life. I ponder today your steadfast love. (Consider 
for a few minutes what God’s steadfast love is – covenantal, faithful, 
passionate, pursuing, personal, unending … what has it looked like 
in your story?) Indeed, Father, your steadfast love is better than life! 
I’d rather have your love than all the riches in the world because you 
are the best thing. I’d rather trust your love than control my own 
future because you know better than I do what I need. I’d rather 
share your love than be the most famous and respected teacher the 
world has ever known because nothing is better than relationship 
with you today and forever. Help me know you more, Father. Keep 
me in your steadfast love that never lets me go. Amen.



MAY 14 (NUMBERS 23, PSALM 64-65)
O You who hears prayers, what a wonderful way to describe you, my 
God and King. You always hear – it’s who you are. You heard Jonah 
in the belly of the whale. You heard King Jehoshaphat when he was 
outnumbered and overwhelmed. You heard Daniel in a godless 
nation before a prideful king and a den of lions. You heard Jesus in 
the garden before the cross. You heard your people gathered when 
Peter was in prison. You have heard me time and again, and you will 
always hear my cries. What a privilege to carry everything to God in 
prayer – to talk to you about anything on my heart, to listen to you 
redirect my heart after your will, to sit with you and marvel at your 
goodness and grace! Praise you for being a God who hears. Where 
would I have been so many times if you didn’t hear me? What would 
my hope be if you stopped hearing and answering? Thank you for 
being a God who invites me into his throne room and hears. Amen.



MAY 15 (NUMBERS 24, PSALM 66-67)
For the way you bless your people, O God, thank you! The words of 
that benediction ring in my ears even on a Friday – bless us, keep 
us, make your face shine upon us! What a wonder that you would 
still be blessing us. Certainly you blessed us after creating us “very 
good” in the Garden of Eden. Certainly you blessed us as the crown 
of your creation in your image to rule over the rest of what you had 
made. But now – after our rebellion, after we distorted your image, 
after we’ve run after idols time and again to our own harm – now 
you bless us again. Now you have sent Jesus to us to pronounce 
your persistent and permanent blessing upon all who come to you 
through Him. Now you give us living hope, the presence of your 
Spirit in us, the certainty of your smiling face, the outpouring of your 
grace, the building of your Church, and so much more! Indeed, you 
are a God who blesses us. Praise you! Amen.



MAY 16 (NUMBERS 25, PSALM 68)
Holy and righteous King, psalm after psalm cries for you to deliver 
us from your and our enemies. Father, forgive me when I make 
anyone different or disagreeing with me into my enemy. But when 
people stand against you and your name, when my sinful flesh rises 
up within me to drag me away from you, when Satan attacks me 
with all his lies and temptations to offer me something better than 
you, please deliver me from all these enemies! O God, you know 
that on my own I am not strong enough to withstand the evil against 
me, but you also know that I am not alone – that greater is He that 
is in me than he that is in the world. So rescue me, O God of my 
salvation, God who always delivers his people, God who hears the 
cry of the lowly and oppressed, and vindicate me before any who 
would condemn me or belittle the glory of your name. Deliver me 
for the glory of your name and the good of my relationship with you. 
Amen.



MAY 17 (NUMBERS 26, PSALM 69)
(Spend a couple minutes contemplating the statement “zeal for 
your house consumes me.” In what ways do you share the passion 
of David – and later of Jesus – for God’s worship, God’s glory, God’s 
people? How has your distraction with the world or frustration with 
the Church caused your zeal for God’s “house” to wane?) God, you 
are great and greatly to be praised, worthy of all my moments and 
all my days. Forgive me for the ways in which I am more zealous for 
my own name than yours, my own comfort than your kingdom, my 
own agenda than your will. Increase in me the heart of David and 
Jesus to be zealous for your house – to worship you with all my life, 
to defend your glory against all rivals, to protect your people in 
every nation. Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Root out of my heart anything that competes with you that I may be 
wholeheartedly yours. For Jesus’ sake I pray, Amen.



MAY 18 (NUMBERS 27, PSALM 70-71)
Faithful Father, I pray for the leaders of your people today. I pray 
for our church’s pastors, elders, deacons, Grace Group leaders, 
teachers, and ministry team members. How vital it is that leaders 
not be ultimate but that leaders faithfully point us all to trust and 
follow you alone! So I pray for you to raise up new leaders among 
us – even another generation like Joshua who would know you, 
love your Word, and lead your people like Moses, not perfectly 
but faithfully. Give them grace to deepen their walk with you and 
grow their confidence in your goodness. Be with them even in their 
older age that they would proclaim your glory and grace to the next 
generation, as they point all of us coming behind them to trust in 
your power. Bless them with endurance to finish the race with faith 
in you rather than faltering in their own strength. Thank you for the 
gift of godly leaders. Please continue to bless and build your church 
in this way! Amen.



MAY 19 (NUMBERS 28, PSALM 72)
O King Jesus, I bow before you and praise you for ruling with 
justice and righteousness, mercy and peace, grace and truth. May 
your “kingdom stretch from shore to shore, ’til moons shall wax 
and wane no more!” Likewise, may those who lead your people 
reflect your glorious rule in the way they lead us to care for the 
poor consistently, love our neighbors sacrificially, and pity the weak 
and needy passionately. May their leadership cause your kingdom 
to expand, King Jesus, and your Church to be built and perfected 
as your wonderful bride. Finally, O mighty and kind King, would you 
please give us more civil leaders who reflect these virtues. In our city, 
our country, and our world, would you raise up leaders committed to 
justice, mercy, and peace; leaders more concerned about your honor 
than their own; leaders focused on your justice and righteousness. 
As we long for such leaders, turn our hearts afresh to King Jesus! 
Amen.



MAY 20 (NUMBERS 29, PSALM 73)
Honest confession, God – many days it feels like living for myself 
would be better than living for you; following my own desires and 
agendas seem more helpful than yours; I know better what’s best for 
me. So often I look around and it seems the dishonest guy gets the 
promotion, the bad guys get the attention of the girls, the immoral 
girls attract the guys, the prideful and self-promoting end up in 
positions of power, the cheaters get ahead, the disengaged parents 
get the respectful kids. O Father, don’t let me forget how good and 
faithful you are to me, how I can trust you for this life and the life 
to come, how you know best even when I can’t see it. Give me 
your eternal perspective that fortifies my soul against the passing 
fancies of this life. Help me delight in you more than all the riches 
and relationships this world offers. Remind me that indeed it is good 
for me to be near you. You made me for yourself, O God. Thank you.



MAY 21 (NUMBERS 30, PSALM 74)
How great and awesome you are, O God, to own the day and the 
night, to maintain the boundaries of the earth and sustain its life, 
to invent and control seasons and weather and nature and people. 
Praise your mighty name! And it is that greatness, Father, that makes 
me long for you to establish your kingdom and finally rid your world 
of all your enemies who set themselves against you, your people, 
and your creation. I bristle when I hear your name used dismissively 
or vainly. I groan when I hear of your people being persecuted and 
martyred in Nigeria and elsewhere around the world. I cry out for 
your name to be made great in every heart when I see so many 
wandering aimlessly and harming so many others. O God, arise and 
make your name known from shore to shore – that your glory would 
fill our hearts and your grace shape our cultures and societies. Come 
quickly, Lord Jesus. Amen.



MAY 22 (NUMBERS 31, PSALM 75-76)
Holy God, there is none like you, and all who set themselves up 
against you will come to naught. No leader no matter how powerful, 
no influencer no matter how boastful, no evildoer no matter how 
conniving can stand against your perfect justice. We long, Judge of 
all the earth, to see you set everything right, to make justice flow like 
a river, to make all the bad things in our lives come untrue and be 
gone forever. Give us patience and perseverance as we wait in the 
midst of an unjust, arrogant, self-promoting world that dares to set 
itself up against you as a rival source of freedom, glory, and life. Pour 
your wrath out an all such unrepentant attackers of your name and 
your image in this world. And Father, thank you for sending Jesus 
to take your wrath in our place. Without his sacrifice, we too would 
have to drink the cup of your just vengeance on our sin to its dregs. 
Thank you that He has done it for us and lives to give us life. Praise 
Him! Amen. 



MAY 23 (NUMBERS 32, PSALM 77)
(Take a few minutes to consider what things in your life or in the 
world around you make you grieve or cry out to God. Where does 
it feel like God doesn’t see or isn’t helping?) God, I cry out to you 
today because I know you will hear me; I trust in your steadfast love; 
I know you tell me I’ll find mercy and grace from you. But when I 
think about the culture of death I’m surrounded by, the wars that 
rage around the world, the persecution of your people, and (tell 
God about the other things in your life He has brought to mind 
for which you lament), where are you, God? How can you tolerate 
it continuing day after day and year after year? Will I ever run out 
of tears for this heartache? (Now stop and remember a situation in 
your life where God has met you in your pain. Thank Him for this.) 
Faithful Father, I remember how good and true you are. What a 
tender Shepherd you are! So please help again as I cry to you today. 
Help my unbelief!



MAY 24 (NUMBERS 33, PSALM 78:1-39)
O God faithful generation after generation, you have taken me, my 
family, and my church family by the hand on a journey we never 
could have seen or planned. You have always led us and provided 
for us even when we didn’t trust you or follow your ways; you are so 
gracious and forgiving! So, Father, help us to pass a clear vision of 
you to the next generation that they, too, might trust and follow you 
all the days of their lives. You have entrusted to our care so many 
precious little ones – some of them now teenagers, others have 
moved away from home – Father, keep working in their hearts, keep 
calling them to yourself, keep showing your covenant faithfulness 
in ways beyond what we deserve! And please make us faithful. We 
don’t pray for them as we should; we don’t repent to them as we 
should; we don’t share stories of your greatness and grace with them 
as we should. Make us faithful for your sake and theirs. Amen.

 



MAY 25 (NUMBERS 34, PSALM 78:40-72)
Certainly, Father, you have been faithful to your people even 
when we have been unfaithful to you. The stories of your powerful 
deliverance from oppressors out of Egypt remind me that you have 
conquered sin and Satan and death to deliver me from the selfish 
destruction my heart was headed toward. The careful descriptions 
of the land you provided for your people even after they failed to 
trust you remind me that you have cared for me materially, cared 
for our church family financially, and cared for all of us spiritually so 
that we would know you, the One who ultimately gives us life. The 
stories of Moses and David remind me that you continue to raise up 
imperfect people to shepherd my heart and lead me to you – what a 
great kindness from you since you know my wandering heart so well. 
I praise you for being my Good Shepherd, my mighty King, and my 
faithful Father all the days of my life! Glory to Jesus, Amen. 



MAY 26 (NUMBERS 35, PSALM 79)
Lord and Giver of Life, you value those you’ve made in your image 
so much more than I am sometimes mindful of. You want me to treat 
life carefully, to defend life passionately, to protect life intentionally. 
The cities of refuge were small pictures of the refuge you offer even 
the worst of sinners and the justice you want your people to pursue 
even in the most tragic of circumstances. God, would you make my 
heart and life a reflection of that refuge to others who are hurting and 
whose lives are being devalued or discarded – from the womb to the 
tomb. From the youngest to the oldest, the richest to the poorest, 
the most guilty to the most innocent, might I love and demonstrate 
your heart to all those around me. After all, it’s no longer a piece 
of land that you inhabit; it’s your people; it’s me. May the holiness 
of that reality sober me and strengthen me for living to reflect your 
image day by day. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



MAY 27 (NUMBERS 36, PSALM 80)
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts! Let your face shine, that we may 
be saved! What a beautiful prayer, Father, that reminds me my hope 
is in you. Your face shining is like the sun at full strength, yet your 
grace is such that I’m not consumed. You lead me beside green 
pastures and still waters to restore my soul, O God of my salvation. 
You’re not just the God of my salvation once but always; you keep 
helping me stand so that I will not fall against Satan’s attacks, the 
overwhelming darkness of this world, or the depressing shame of 
my heart. Keep my heart coming back to you for help rather than 
running anywhere else. Remind me that your face shining on me 
is my greatest joy because you see all the way through me – every 
thought, every word, every deed, every desire – and still shine grace 
and salvation into me over and over. What sweet blessing is found in 
your face shining on me – blessed benediction! Amen.  



MAY 28 (DEUTERONOMY 1, PSALM 81-82)
I am grieved, God of compassion and Father of mercies, that I 
and so many human leaders fail to pursue justice for the weak and 
fatherless, to defend the afflicted and destitute, to rescue the weak 
and needy. (Confess to God where you see the poor and needy 
overlooked or oppressed in our society and/or in your own heart.) 
Give us your eyes to see them, Father. Give us your ears to hear 
them, Father. Give us your heart to love them, Father. Help me to 
know what practical, tangible love can look like and where you have 
called me to reflect your heart of compassion, justice, and mercy to 
people in my neighborhood, city, and world. Ultimately, God, help 
me to trust you when I see injustice, oppression, and leaders who 
neglect the weak and needy. You are the Judge of all the earth, and 
I do trust that you will do right. Would you even use me in setting 
to right one person or one place in your kingdom? For Jesus’ sake, 
Amen.



MAY 29 (DEUTERONOMY 2, PSALM 83-84)
Heavenly Father, you who are near to all who call on you, indeed it 
is better to be with you than to be anywhere else! You, Father, are 
a place where prayers are heard, where the weakest are welcome, 
where the lonely find a home, where the weary and burdened find 
rest, where grace and mercy are constant gifts, where peace and joy 
are abundant and unending. Slow me down with you today, Holy 
God, that I might grasp the fullness of joy in your presence and not 
be chasing it anywhere else. When you seem distant today, draw 
my heart back close to you that I may know the security of trusting 
the One who is my shield and my salvation. You have told me that 
you will give me everything I need today – everything to walk with 
you, everything to walk in the good works you’ve prepared for me, 
everything to know true satisfaction. So thank you, Father, for making 
your home in me so I can be always in your presence through Jesus, 
Amen.



MAY 30 (DEUTERONOMY 3, PSALM 85)
Faithful God, it is good, right, and needed for us as your people to 
remember your work through our journeys and our stories. I need 
to remember and thank you for the forgiveness of my sins generally 
and specifically, for the provision and protection you have given me 
when I didn’t know what to do or what was coming next in my life, for 
your steadfast love that greets me each morning with fresh mercies 
that are beyond what I deserve. (Take a few minutes to recount the 
goodness of God in your life personally and to thank Him for his 
kind faithfulness in so many ways.) I know if I am to live with you the 
way you’ve called me to today, I need to remember to trust you, to 
follow your commands, and to share your goals. So remind my heart 
again today of the goodness of your Word, of the glory of your Son, 
of the grace of your commandments that orient my confused and 
wandering heart. Guide me anew through Jesus, I pray. Amen.



MAY 31 (DEUTERONOMY 4, PSALM 86-87)
Beautiful, true, and living God, my heart is set right when I begin 
with who you are – the God who never changes no matter what 
changes in my life. So with the psalmist today, I rejoice that you are 
MY God – I am yours, and you are mine. You are good and forgiving, 
abounding in steadfast love to the point that I never need wonder 
if you’ve run out. You hear the cries of the needy, the troubled, the 
poor, so I can always count on you. No other god, leader, or power 
is like you, who alone made the nations and controls all things. You 
are great and do wondrous things, including delivering my guilty 
soul from certain judgment. You are merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness – all the time, 
from your deepest heart, to the biggest failure. You are the One who 
truly helps and comforts me. God, truly to whom else could I turn? 
My day, my struggles, my priorities are yours – I am yours. Amen.





The Riverside Church Two Year Bible Reading Plan 
(Volume 1 & Volume 2) will allow you to read the 
New Testament and Psalms once every year and 

the Old Testament once every two years.

This bible reading plan is adapted from one 
compiled by Scottish preacher Robert Murray 

M’Cheyne (1813-1843).

You will find daily devotionals matching these 
readings in D.A. Carson’s For the Love of God: A 
Daily Companion for Discovering the Riches of 

God’s Word, Volume Two.
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