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THE BIBLE & PRAYER

Delighting in our relationship with God involves both listening to Him
speak and speaking to Him. Reading God’s living and active Word
to hear Him often prompts our hearts because we are encouraged,
challenged, convicted, or awestruck. Part of relationship is then taking
the time to marvel, to contemplate, to consider our hearts and lives in
light of his Word. These prayers are based off some of the daily Scripture
readings and are intended as aides to that end of slowing down to
wonder, to confess, to rejoice before the God who promises He hears
when we speak to Him—and that even when we don’t know the words to
say, He intercedes for us—what a gracious Father we have!

ACCESS THE PLAN

Visit www.southwood.org or
scan this QR code to find the Bible Reading Plan.




AUGUST 1 (JUDGES 15, ACTS 19)

Great and awesome God, | worship you as the one true God, the
Creator of the heavens and the earth, the Ruler over every person and
every place, including me. Forgive me for the idols | all too regularly
put in place of you in the way | think and live. | chase prosperity and
success as though they will ultimately fulfill me. | chase pleasure
and possessions as though there is no greater delight. | chase fame
and comfort as though the highest form of worship is to worship
myself and my own life. Forgive me, Father. Tear these idols out
from my heart again today and reign there as King. Have mercy on
my wandering heart and give me grace to see Jesus more clearly
and more beautifully today. Renew my single-hearted devotion
that | may live daily and love others and leave all else in this world
in order to rest in and follow Jesus. May no one and nothing else
besides you reign on the throne of my heart today. In the name of
my King, Amen.



AUGUST 2 ANGELA (JUDGES 16, ACTS 20)

Heavenly Father, Holy Spirit, and King Jesus, Head of your Church,
| pray today for your Church and especially her leaders. They are
fallible, yet you so graciously work even through their brokenness
and failures as you did with Samson. Continue to strengthen them
by your grace with hearts that quickly and often turn back to you
in repentance and long to celebrate the defeat of your enemies
and the advance of your kingdom. Holy Spirit, may the elders of
Southwood grow in love for you and in lives of obedience to your
Word. Good Shepherd, give them hearts to love and care for your
sheep that you purchased with your blood. Keep them faithful in
fending off the wolves who would come to attack your sheep. Give
them endurance like Paul to continue speaking and good news of
Jesus in dependence upon his grace. Grow our love for them and
their love for us, your people. In the mighty name of the great King,
Amen.



AUGUST 3 (JUDGES 17, ACTS 21)

God, thank you that you direct the steps of your people one day and
one place at a time. In this new season of school, church ministry,
and life, direct my steps to live for your glory and make known the
greatness of your grace to all around me. Help me, Father, not to
be driven by the tyranny of the urgent, not to begin my schedule
for this fall with my own commitments, not to assume anything must
happen except a life submitted to Christ in all things. O how | need
your help with this endeavor! Give me your eyes to see every new
classmate as deserving of your love and in need of friendship. Give
me your mind to know how best to use my free time to order my
relationship with you as my top priority. Give me your heart to love
my neighbor as myself even when it's inconvenient for me to do so.
Show me, Father, new opportunities in this new season and give me
the boldness to live for you in every one of them. Help me! Amen.



AUGUST 4 (JUDGES 18, ACTS 22)

Great God and King, the One who rules and reigns today and
forever, forgive us for the many ways | deny your sovereign authority
in my life. | neglect your Word in favor of my own competency
to manage my days. | chase after idols to fulfill me and run into
many silly obsessions to satisfy my appetites. | even pretend to be
independently sufficient and secure when you alone can direct my
paths in peace. Bring my heart back to you again today, King Jesus.
Remind me of your loving rule. Remind me of your trustworthy
promises. Remind me of your gracious lovingkindness that redeems
even idolaters like Paul — who worked against you — into your family
and into key positions in your mission in the world. Might | learn,
like him, that the wonder of serving you as my King is that you don’t
demand sacrifice from me before giving your sacrifice for me. What
an amazing King! Might | live for you today. Amen.



AUGUST 5 (JUDGES 19, ACTS 23)

Gracious God, on this day when many of our kids return to school,
| pray for the city of Huntsville, for her leaders and teachers, for her
families and students. God, please bless the year ahead of them.
Bless the children today who feel alone, overwhelmed, or left-
out. Send them friends. Give your children eyes to see them and
hearts to love them. May this school year be a blessing to our entire
community. And Father, give our teachers and students boldness to
testify to your goodness and grace in the way they love, the way they
speak, the way they relate to those at school with them in different
settings. May the love of Jesus be experienced even and especially
by those who don’t know Him. As we learn your truth, might we be
strengthened to share it and encouraged to glorify you with it. You
know our weakness and capacity for wickedness is great; we know
your goodness and capacity to bless is greater. So help us. Amen!



AUGUST 6 (JUDGES 20, ACTS 24)

(Before you talk to God, contemplate the situation Paul finds himself
in, where he has to testify about Jesus before powerful people who
hold his life in their hands. How would you react, and what would
you be able to say? How would you ask for God's help in the places
He calls you to testify about Jesus?) Holy Father, | need your help
today with my fear of man — | so desperately want them to approve
of me and to live at peace with me. Help me love the name and
honor of Jesus more than | love the honor of my own name. Holy
Son, | need your help today with my selfish neglect — | so naturally
want only my own comfort. Help me be willing to sacrifice my time
and plans to tell others around me about your glory. And Holy Spirit,
| need your help today with my fear of failure — | so worry that | won't
know what to say or will embarrass myself. Give me the faith to trust
your promise to give me words when asked. | trust you. Amen.



AUGUST 7 (JUDGES 21, ACTS 25)

God of all, Creator of heaven and earth, King over the great and the
small, | am grieved to read of so many awful acts of your people in
the time of the judges when they followed no king and everyone did
what was right in his own eyes. Please make my heart grieve likewise
for the self-serving, self-ruling, self-relying actions | take day after
day. | so naturally feel | should direct my own steps when you have
promised to do so faithfully and perfectly. | so often identify my
own problems and strategize my own solutions. | so slowly come
to you in prayer and seek your direction and intervention in my life.
Forgive me, great King and loving Father! | am capable of so much
evil in this world, but you have given me new life and a new heart
so that | am capable of so much good now - even equipped for
specific good works you have prepared for me! So give me grace
to walk in them, with you, today. In Jesus’ matchless name, Amen.



AUGUST 8 (RUTH 1, ACTS 26)

Thank you, Jesus, for the good news of your grace to us! Thank you
for coming to suffer our pain and to die in our place. Praise you for
rising from the dead victorious, conquering, life-giving — and praise
you that you were the firstfruits, that because you rose from the
dead so will | and many others! You indeed are the light of the world,
Jesus, the hope of the nations, and the Savior of all who trust in you.
So | do trust you, | do thank you, and | do rejoice in the light and
life you have brought to me by your suffering death and triumphant
resurrection. | pray that the good news of your grace will be shared
with every king in every land. | pray you would use me to speak its
wonder and hope to those grieving and longing for comfort like
Naomi. | pray that my actions and my words would testify to a living
Savior in whose name there is always hope. Send me even today,
Lord Jesus, as an ambassador of your Gospel. Amen.



AUGUST 9 (RUTH 2, ACTS 27)

Just and merciful God, what a beautiful picture of your lovingkindess
and covenant love Boaz is! Certainly it is your gracious laws that
provide so generously for the foreigner, the outcast, and the stranger.
And how beautiful it is to see your good design followed by your
people! Help me to trust your Word and follow your plan even today.
| thank you for the compassionate heart that sees Ruth personally,
knows Naomi’s plight deeply, and both provides and protects these
hurting women in their distress. O how you love and care for your
people! And of course, Father, | thank you for the glimpse of my
kinsman redeemer — the Savior who came near to me in order to
buy me back into relationship with you even at the cost of his own
precious blood. Jesus gives me the greatest reminder that your
kindness will not forsake me in life or in death; in fact, it will keep
pursuing me every day forever. Thank you, gracious Father! Amen.



AUGUST 10 (RUTH 3-4, ACTS 28)

Gracious God, you always provide so generously for your people
— thank you! You met Ruth and Naomi, you met Paul and his
companions, and you meet me and my family to supply our deepest
needs according to your glorious riches. (Take a couple minutes
to ponder specific ways God has provided for you physically and
spiritually and give Him specific thanks for his kindness to you.) Your
promises, your laws, and your people are all ways in which you pour
blessing into the life of desperately needy people like me. As grateful
as | am today that the good news of Jesus has gone to the Gentiles,
| pray especially today for your people, the Jews. Please, Father,
give them eyes to see and hearts to believe the wonder of Jesus the
Messiah and turn in faith to the One who fulfills all their hopes. Bring
them in, gracious Savior, and keep saving Gentiles from every tribe,
tongue, people, and nation — for the glory of Jesus, Amen.



AUGUST 11 (I SAMUEL 1, ROMANS 1)

O God who hears and answers prayer, how Hannah's story inspires
me to bring my desperate cries to your attentive and all-powerful
presence. Thank you for hearing all my prayers and answering what
| ask for or what | would ask for if I knew everything you know. | really
do trust that you know best, Father, so give me again what you know
| need. After all, the Gospel of Jesus is what | most needed, and you
gave it to me for my joy and my salvation through the work of your
Son. Grow my faith today in the power of the Gospel to change my
heart and transform my selfish inclinations to selfless love. Grow my
faith today in the power of the Gospel to change the hearts of my
neighbors so that | will share it with boldness and without shame.
Grow my faith today in the power of the Gospel to change this world
and bring reconciliation, peace, and hope to everyone everywhere.
In the powerful name of Jesus, Amen.



AUGUST 12 (| SAMUEL 2, ROMANS 2)

God, whose kindness leads me to repentance, whose forgiveness
leads me to confession of sin, whose grace leads me to honest
acknowledgement of how desperately | need you, | bow before you
this morning in humble prayer. (Spend a few minutes considering
your specific sin that you must confess to God, your particular
weaknesses that cause you to depend on God’s strength, your
specific needs today that drive you to seek God's help.) Gracious
Father, like Hannah | rejoice in your character as a God who is a rock
for unstable people like me —thank you that | can depend upon you!
| rejoice in your character as a God raises the poor from the dust and
the needy from the ash heap - thank you that you rescue me time
and time again! | rejoice in your character as a God who guards the
feet of his people who like me so need his direction — thank you for
giving me your Word to light my path even today! What a wonderful
God you are!



AUGUST 13 (| SAMUEL 3, ROMANS 3)

God who speaks to us in his Word, help me open the Bible regularly
and always with the heart of Samuel to say, “Speak, Lord, for your
servant is listening.” Give me that delight to know you more and
walk in your ways each day. Even, gracious Father, make me willing
to have my sinful heart exposed because | sin and fall short of your
glory in so many ways every day (tell God about some of the ways
you see your sin exposed lately). But especially, righteous God, help
me not to miss your promised provision for unrighteous people like
me —a gift! Grace! Alien righteousness! — help me not to forget that it
is mine through the works of Jesus rather than my own performance.
Help me to hear your voice calling me “righteous” louder than the
voices of my critics or my own heart calling me “failure.” Help me
sit at your feet to receive your forgiveness and the love of a Father
afresh today. Speak, Lord; I'm listening again. Amen.



AUGUST 14 (I SAMUEL 4, ROMANS 4)

Righteous God, who alone does what is right in all the earth, who
alone can make sinners like me right with Him, thank you for counting
me righteous and bringing me home through faith in Jesus! How
amazing it is that you sent your Son to die for my trespasses and
rise for my justification — that what happened over 2,000 years ago
secured my relationship with you once and for all and forever! Thank
you, Father, that it was not only Abraham who was counted righteous
because he believed you but also us today who believe Jesus is Lord
who are counted righteous because of his righteousness. Thank you
for that gift | can never repay. Thank you for your Spirit sent to work
faith in me. Thank you for the new relationship with you that can
never be taken away from me because Jesus earned it, not me.
What a gracious and merciful God we serve! May | live today in the
joy and freedom of your salvation. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



AUGUST 15 (I SAMUEL 5-6, ROMANS 5)

| praise you, one true and living God, because there is no other like
you. All the false gods and idols bow before you — what a humorous
but humbling picture of the difference between idols made from
human hands or hearts and the God who made this whole universe
and everyone in it May the idols of my heart bow before you today
— even crashing down to where | behold the glory and power and
worth of the one true God afresh and live in the light of your glory
and grace. Indeed, in spite of my unworthiness, my idolatry, even my
rebellion against you, you put your unparalleled love and unmatched
mercy on display in sending your Son to die for me - to give me life,
to achieve peace for me with you, to bring me home forever. Thank
you, Jesus, for your great act of love even while | was your enemy.
May | join the false gods in bowing before you today with all of me
and all you've given me to worship you alone. Amen.



AUGUST 16 (| SAMUEL 7-8, ROMANS 6)

(Reflect for a few minutes on a specific time or two in your life that
you have seen God provide for you. Samuel set a stone up as an
Ebenezer, a tangible reminder of God’s care for his people. You
can even sing that second stanza of “Come, Thou Fount”: “Here |
raise my Ebenezer; hither by Thy help I've come” or in some other
way thank God and ask Him to help you trust Him afresh and not
forget his kindness to you.) Heavenly Father, indeed over and over
you have been so, so good to me ... thank you! In addition to all
the other moments | recall, | consider the cross and empty tomb of
Jesus, where you provided ultimate protection for me and for all
your people. What a joy to know that because He is alive forever, |
will live forever with Him as welll Thank you, God, for this gift of your
grace when all | deserved from you was death. Certainly | will be
raised with Him. Certainly! What great hope and confidence! Here |
raise my Ebenezer. Amen.



AUGUST 17 (I SAMUEL 9, ROMANS 7)

O merciful God who is the Helper of the helpless, please continue to
rescue me from myself! | so resonate with Paul’s experience of finding
myself doing the things | do not want to do. Even just recently |
determined never to (tell God something specific you decided) and
then found myself falling into (tell God what it looked like when you
fell again) soon thereafter. Like an addict running back to the thing
he thinks will soothe him, | stumble into my sin so regularly and
naturally. Like Israel demanding a king like the nations and thinking
they would find life apart from God's leadership of them, | seem
stuck on my own sinful desires and my own ideas for fulfillment.
Deliver me, O my God! | long for the day when | am fully and finally
free of this battle against sin. In the meantime, thank you for Jesus
who has delivered me and will finish his work of deliverance and
restoration in me forever. May that day come quickly! Amen.



AUGUST 18 (| SAMUEL 10, ROMANS 8)

What wonder, what security, what joy, O my God! Nothing can
separate me from your love; nothing can come into my life except
your Sovereign hand is working it for my good; nothing can condemn
me or keep me from eternal glory with you! Hallelujah! Help my
heart grasp even the fringes of the garment of these high and holy
truths — indeed, gracious Father, they seem too good to be true. |
bring to you now the failures in my life, the problems in the world,
the trials in my story, that | struggle to trust you with (tell God about
the situations that you tend to try to control, that cause you to worry,
that make you fearful). In all these things, Jesus, you have saved
me. In all these things, Spirit, you protect and comfort me. Through
all these things, Father, you promise to bring me home - and what
greater comfort could there be than to know that you are with me
and | will always be with you. Glory, thanks, and worship be to you!
Amen.



AUGUST 19 (I SAMUEL 11, ROMANS 9)

Mighty God, | give you thanks and praise today for your sovereign
mercy, for rescuing me from certain destruction and granting me
assured glory forever! (Spend a few moments contemplating the
way God called you to Himself and rescued you from yourself and
your sin.) God, indeed you called me “Beloved” when | was not
even one of your people; indeed you adopted me as your son when
| was not naturally one of yours; indeed you showed mercy to me
by withholding your just wrath from me and pouring it out on Jesus
instead. How could | ever thank you enough? What a joy it is to be
yours and to know that you delight even right now to hear my prayers
and the cries of my heart! May | ever delight in belonging to you,
being with you, and behaving like you more and more. Continue to
pour out your sovereign mercy upon me, for without it | am without
hope but with it | have unending hope. Thank you, Father!



AUGUST 20 (I SAMUEL 12, ROMANS 10)

Faithful God, Samuel’s words to your people remind me of how
gracious you are to us in spite of our rebellion — and how desperate
we are for you to intervene in our desire to rule our own lives. And
so | see even more how beautiful are the feet of those who bring the
good news of Jesus to the nations! Make the feet of our partners
around the world beautiful to you and to the people where you've
sent them. Encourage Mint and Adair as they labor in the darkness
of Bangkok and Munich; sustain the Lewis and Futo families as
they plant churches and love neighbors in Ireland and Hungary;
strengthen the Basses as they minister to so many in Togo; give
the Sarrans perseverance as their church grows and invites others
to join them in France; expand the impact of Saji and Mony Lukos
throughout India; continue to shine your light on college campuses
through RUF ministers and interns. Thank you for them in Jesus’
name, Amen.



AUGUST 21 (I SAMUEL 13, ROMANS 11)

O wise God, who has chosen to include even us graciously and
gloriously among his beloved people, forgive us when we prefer our
own rule to yours. Our desire for an impressive, efficient, strong king
“like the nations” to lead us often leads us to follow men who don't
lead us in your ways. What's worse, Father, is that we often don't
mind following them as long as they look and sound the part, as
long as they give us what we long for, as long as we feel comfortable
in living as we please. Forgive us, Father, for longing for anything or
anyone more than we long to love and serve and enjoy you. Forgive
us, King Jesus, for bowing the knee first to any other king in our
hearts. Forgive us, Spirit, for spurning your life-giving conviction
and insisting on our own ways. We plead for your help and your
restoration of us to following you and your Word first and to having
leaders after your own heart who lead us in honoring you. In Jesus'’
name, Amen.



AUGUST 22 (| SAMUEL 14, ROMANS 12)

Jesus, my Savior and Lord, in your great mercy you have given your
life in my place, forgiven me debts | couldn’t repay, and welcomed
me in where | don't belong. All that | am and have is yours — | eagerly
sacrifice my own agendas and plans to live for you today. In fact,
Holy Spirit, | ask you to conform me not to the priorities of this world
but instead to the likeness of Christ — that | may think, desire, and
live according to God's will. Help me to use my gifts to serve others
rather than promote myself. Help me to love others sincerely and
deeply ahead of myself. Help me to depend on you, especially in
the difficulties of today rather than relying on my own strength. Help
me to rejoice with brothers and sisters in your kindness to them.
Help me to weep with those who are hurting. Help me to be drawn
to those who are lowly rather than to those who make me look good.
Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee. Amen.



AUGUST 23 (| SAMUEL 15, ROMANS 13)

(Begin by listing those God has put in authority over you locally,
nationally, and even professionally. Some of them may follow God
more closely and others, like Saul or Nero, not obey Him in particularly
harmful ways. How does this impact your prayers for them and
attitude toward them?) Mighty King, who brings rulers to power and
holds the king’s heart in his hands, thank you that | can trust you to
be holding all things together by the word of your power. Thank you
that no one can thwart you or stand against you and win. So help me
to trust you with those you have allowed to be in authority over me.
Protect them from the pride so often connected to power. Guide
them in wisdom for my good and the good of my neighbors. Grant
them justice in their decisions and especially sensitivity to those
being mistreated and neglected under their care. Help me submit
to them appropriately and to King Jesus ultimately. Amen.



AUGUST 24 (I SAMUEL 16, ROMANS 14)

(Today begin by considering those God has put in authority over you
within his Church as leaders of his people. What does God prioritize
for them, and does that match what you hope and pray for on their
behalf?) Father, you have called imperfect and weak people, even
young shepherd boys like David, to lead your people. | bring before
you my pastors, my elders, my Grace Group leaders, my teachers,
my team leaders, my church staff. Would you guard their hearts that
they might be like yours, that they might be shaped into those with
godly character who love what you love and live like you live, Jesus.
Forgive me when | long for them to be more outwardly impressive,
worldly wise, or humanly successful. Help me be an encourager of
their faith in you and their relationship with you. Remind me to pray
for them often. Help them to lead me in loving and following you
above all else. In the name of Jesus, the true King of his people,
Amen.



AUGUST 25 (| SAMUEL 17, ROMANS 15)

God of hope, would you indeed fill us with joy and peace as we trust
in you so that we your people may abound in hope. | long for that,
Father — to live a life overflowing with hope in every circumstance,
that all around me may notice the stability, the confidence, the
eternal perspective | have no matter what comes into my life. Give
me the zeal of David to fight for the honor of your name in the face
of any and all threats. But especially give me the joy and passion for
living in the victory of great David’s greater Son, who has defeated
sin and death for me once and for all so that | may rush forward and
plunder Satan’s camp. What hope | have in Christ — hope in life and
in death! Thank you for giving Him the victory over the grave so that
| may have the victory over my greatest enemies both forever and
today. May | be a beacon of such hope even today as | serve the
poor, love the lonely, and share with the lost. Amen.



AUGUST 26 (| SAMUEL 18, ROMANS 16)

God, I'm struck today by the value of godly and faithful friends
— of the deep bond between David and Jonathan, of the gospel
partnership between Paul and so many brothers and sisters. Help
me to be a friend who is loyal even in the face of costly relationships.
Help me be a friend who is wise when counsel is needed. Help me
be a friend who inspires Christ-honoring living in my friends in every
circumstance. Indeed, gracious God, would you be so kind as to
give me friends like that in my life more and more. Create in your
Church a community of friends who deepen each other’s love for life,
enjoyment of your creation, and desperation for your grace. Give the
gift of such priceless friendships especially to our young people in a
world of disconnection and isolation. And especially, Father, thank
you for the friend who sticks closer than a brother — even Jesus, who
in unparalleled loyalty laid down his life for his friends. Amen.



AUGUST 27 (I SAMUEL 19, | CORINTHAINS 1)

Jesus, King and Head of your Church, | pray for my church today.
Would you unite us in one heart to exalt the name of Jesus, to
preach Christ crucified in all of our words and deeds, to rejoice in
your grace that has taken foolish nobodies like us and in Jesus given
us wisdom, holiness, and redemption. Put to death, mighty King,
any party spirit, any loyalty to human leaders that would divide our
flock. Bring to life, gracious King, a humility and love for one another
that is unmatched in our community and highlights for all around us
the wonder and beauty of your love. Forgive our weaknesses — you
know they are many! But make us strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus — that it may be clear to all that our power rests in you and not
in ourselves. We long to see your name proclaimed, trusted, and
exalted throughout our city and throughout this world — that all may
find their hope in our crucified Savior. Amen.



AUGUST 28 (I SAMUEL 20, | CORINTHIANS 2)

God, | confess that my heart so often longs to be thought of by
others as great, wise, or powerful. | want others to consider me
worthy of respect and honor. | want others to speak of me with value
and praise. Yet my Savior endured shame willingly, received mockery
when He didn’t deserve it, suffered pain in my place. O help me be
more concerned about the honor of his reputation than my own,
about the praise of his name rather than my own. Indeed, gracious
Spirit, grow the fruit of humility in me that | might delight even and
especially when my weakness shows the power of King Jesus. Help
me to lead with repentance in my relationships with outsiders — that
they might not be confused about my message, that they may not
think they need to be more like me but rather more like Jesus. Give
them hope not in having a wise friend but in having a wise and
strong and good Savior. In his great name alone | pray, Amen.



AUGUST 29 (| SAMUEL 21-22, | CORINTHIANS 3)

Gracious Jesus, the God of my salvation and the only firm foundation
on which my life can be built, | worship you and thank you today that
| don't need to start building my security from the ground up again;
instead, | have a solid rock, an anchor that holds in every storm of
life and carries me through into eternity. Thank you for sending your
Spirit to dwell within me even now. What a remarkable thought that
| am inhabited by the God of the universe — He makes Himself to
dwell with the lowly, even with me! You protect me, you love me, you
have made me holy - in fact, you are also making me holy because
holy things are holy thanks to the presence of God in them. You are
renovating me because you will live in me forever. Holy Spirit, do
your holy work in me that | may be the person you made me to be
in the true likeness of my good and gracious King. Thank you for
patiently and unfailingly making your home with me. Amen.



AUGUST 30 (| SAMUEL 23, | CORINTHIANS 4)

My God, my Rock and Fortress, my Stronghold and Deliverer, you
are the One in whom | rest and am utterly secure. Even with all
the armies of the kingdom at his disposal, Saul couldn’t find David
because God did not give him into his hand. Hide me, Father, in
the cleft of your hand in every storm and against every temptation.
In fact, deliver me from evil and from the attacks of the Evil One,
who would wish my harm and seek to devour me — to separate me
once and for all from you. May it never be! Greater is He who is in
me than he who is in the world. Today is your day, a day you have
given me for Sabbath to remember that you alone, Father, are my
priority. Nothing and no one else can attract my heart'’s attention
or my mouth’s praise. Give me your eyes to see a brother or sister
today who needs the encouragement of your divine protection, and
may | be to him or her a taste of your safety, refuge, and love. For
Jesus’ sake | pray, Amen.



AUGUST 31 (| SAMUEL 24, | CORINTHIANS 5)

(Consider which challenge is more difficult for you: having the
boldness to confront sin in a brother or sister or having the mercy to
seek the restoration of repentant sinners. Ask God to show you his
heart and shape yours more like his.) Lord Jesus, King and Head of
your Church, make our local body here at Southwood increasingly
reflective of the pure and beautiful Bride you have redeemed us to
be. We are capable of so much worse sin than we would like to admit.
We harbor all sorts of pride, lust, selfish motives, apathy, anger, and
greed. We fail to seek first your kingdom and your righteousness
over and over. Please help us not to back away from confronting
sin among us for the sake of the purity of your Bride. Please help us
not to give up on anyone or be ashamed of chasing the wandering
sinner who needs to be restored. Sanctify us and purify us, King
Jesus, that we might point everyone to you, our truly pure One.
Amen.






ABOUT THE PLAN

The Riverside Church Two Year Bible Reading Plan
(Volume 1 & Volume 2) will allow you to read the
New Testament and Psalms once every year and

the Old Testament once every two years.

This bible reading plan is adapted from one
compiled by Scottish preacher Robert Murray
M’Cheyne (1813-1843).

You will find daily devotionals matching these
readings in D.A. Carson’s For the Love of God: A
Daily Companion for Discovering the Riches of
God's Word, Volume Two.
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