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Delighting in our relationship with God involves both listening to Him 
speak and speaking to Him. Reading God’s living and active Word 
to hear Him often prompts our hearts because we are encouraged, 

challenged, convicted, or awestruck. Part of relationship is then taking 
the time to marvel, to contemplate, to consider our hearts and lives in 

light of his Word. These prayers are based off some of the daily Scripture 
readings and are intended as aides to that end of slowing down to 

wonder, to confess, to rejoice before the God who promises He hears 
when we speak to Him—and that even when we don’t know the words to 

say, He intercedes for us—what a gracious Father we have!



OCTOBER 1 (I KINGS 3, EPHESIANS 1)
I praise you, my God and Father, for the glorious gift of Jesus and 
my relationship with Him! Truly He is the most extraordinary gift ever 
given, for inside my union with Him I unwrap the wonder of your 
eternal love and sovereign determination to rescue me; in fact, I 
unwrap the gift of adoption into your very family; further, I unwrap 
the fullness of your grace that comes to me through Jesus and 
turns my heart to you in endless worship; specifically, I unwrap the 
redemption that I have through the forgiveness of my sins purchased 
on the cross; then I unwrap an inheritance to look forward to forever 
in your presence that satisfies my deepest longings; even more, I 
unwrap the gift of your Spirit now so that I begin to taste the richness 
of that inheritance as I look forward to the fullness of it with you in 
glory. The gifts keep coming in Christ! So add to them, generous 
Father, wisdom like Solomon for living with you today. Amen.



OCTOBER 2 (I KINGS 4-5, EPHESIANS 2)
Because of the great love with which you loved us, O God, isn’t 
that the foundation, the operative inspiration, the initiating cause of 
all our redemption! You loved us – with a great love, a patient and 
kind love, an initiating love, a sustaining love, a forgiving love, an 
everlasting love! There really is nothing else like it in all the world 
and no way to contain all its wonders. Truly it would overflow the 
largest ocean, soar past the highest eagle above the mountains, and 
outshine the brightest star. And you showed such inestimable love 
to us – to me – to all your people, even when we had turned from 
you and wrecked the glorious image in which you created us. How 
much greater does that make your love – that it settles its gaze on 
an object unworthy and thereby makes it worthy, that it rests on the 
unholy and makes them holy, that it sees the unlovely and makes us 
lovely. Because of the great love with which you love us, Amen.



OCTOBER 3 (I KINGS 6, EPHESIANS 3)
O Jesus, who longs for us to experience how high is your love to the 
greatest heaven, how deep is your love to the lowest sufferer, how 
long is your love to the most repeated offender, how wide is your 
love to the most different types of people, thank you for working in us 
by your Spirit. We have big dreams as a church, we have high hopes 
as your people, we have great aspirations in relationship with you, 
and you intend to exceed all of them because of your power to do 
far more abundantly than we realize. Exceed our expectations, holy 
God! Expand the limits of our imaginations with your incomparable 
greatness. Delight our souls with the marvels of your amazing grace 
and unfailing love – so that no matter what happens, we are clear 
that the glory belongs to you even when the joy and wonder belong 
to us. We worship you, and we trust you to work in ways that astonish 
us that we might love you more. Amen.



OCTOBER 4 (I KINGS 7, EPHESIANS 4)
How good and pleasant it is when your people live together in 
unity, God our Father! Indeed, Jesus has brought us together from 
different backgrounds with different preferences and different gifts 
to strengthen us together as one body. So I pray for Southwood, for 
the Church of Jesus in Huntsville, and for the global Church – that 
we might truly live as one, love as one, and contend as one for the 
sake of the gospel among our neighbors and the nations. Father, 
make us increasingly a church family here that forgives one another 
deeply, that speaks the truth to one another lovingly, that bears with 
one another patiently. Keep Jesus central in our minds, our hearts, 
and our mission so that we can fight together for his glory rather 
than against one another for our own glory. So give us that humility, 
gentleness, and patience that characterizes the unity you have given 
your people. How sweet it is to live together like that! Indeed, Amen. 



OCTOBER 5 (I KINGS 8, EPHESIANS 5)
God, indeed there is no one like you – reigning over all the heavens 
and earth, dwelling in unapproachable light, awesome in glory, 
love, and faithfulness. Yet you have seen fit to come down and live 
with us – near your people in the Jerusalem Temple, now with your 
people as our bodies have become temples of your Holy Spirit. 
What a magnificent wonder and awe-inspiring reality! Let it sink in 
for me increasingly today that the God who cannot be contained 
is nonetheless dwelling in me – making me a beacon of your 
forgiveness, making me a source of living water and healing for the 
nations, making me a lighthouse of hope in the storms of life. O 
Father, may we be those things to one another in our marriages. 
May we love as you have loved us and given your life for us, Jesus. 
May we be filled with your Spirit so that peace and patience and 
forgiveness flow from us as they do from you. Help us for the glory 
of your name, Amen.



OCTOBER 6 (I KINGS 9, EPHESIANS 6)
Holy Father, forgive me for being so focused on the things I see, for 
wrestling too often against flesh and blood, for ignoring the spiritual 
realities around me each day. Open my eyes anew to see the powers 
of darkness attacking me and the chariots of fire surrounding me 
to protect me. And so make me one who is eager to fight with the 
proper weapon – praying at all times for all things and for all God’s 
people. Bring me back to you on my knees in dependence not just 
daily but moment by moment. Don’t let me think I’m OK in my own 
strength even for a minute. Equally, don’t let me think I’m ever left 
alone even for a minute when you are fighting for me, mighty God. 
I know I can stand in this battle even against spiritual forces of evil 
and cosmic powers for greater is the One in me than the one in 
the world. So help me to fight by turning to you over and over and 
trusting myself to your gracious care. In the mighty name of Jesus, 
Amen. 



OCTOBER 7 (I KINGS 10, PHILIPPIANS 1)
Faithful God, so often I get discouraged and wonder when I’ll ever 
get better, how I’ll ever make progress in following you, whether 
you’ll give up on me when I fail yet again. How sweet and hopeful is 
the promise that you will finish the work you’ve started in me! (Stop 
and reflect on what God has begun in your life – from setting his 
love upon you and sending his Son for you to adopting you into his 
family and giving you his Spirit.) God, thank you for not giving up on 
me or leaving to my own devices, my own wisdom, my own strength. 
I long for the day of Christ Jesus because I am one with Him and will 
finally be fully what you intend for me to be – how wonderful! Help 
me not to lose heart today when I face the struggles of this life yet 
again. Help me not to despair of my weakness when your strength 
is at work in me. Help me not to set my affections on this world but 
on the kingdom of Christ that I’ll enjoy forever. In his name, Amen.



OCTOBER 8 (I KINGS 11, PHILIPPIANS 2)
Heavenly Father, I confess that more naturally I consider myself 
better than others and struggle to prioritize their interests over my 
own. It’s so much easier to be like Solomon, who got caught up in 
the things of this world, the pride of life, the deceitfulness of riches, 
and wandered from passionate love for you and sacrificial love for 
others. Remind me that in Jesus I have the mind that is willing to let 
go of my rights and privileges to see others blessed. Remind me 
that in Jesus I am united to the One who gave his life so that I might 
live for Him and for others. Remind me that in Jesus I am seated in 
the heavenly places so I don’t have to fight for position and prestige 
here – I can give it to others! Bring to mind right now, Holy Spirit, 
someone whose needs I can consider before my own. And help me 
not merely to love in words and thoughts but in deeds and actions 
– that the image of Christ might be seen more in and through me. 
So help me!



OCTOBER 9 (I KINGS 12, PHILIPPIANS 3)
More than anything else, Jesus, I want to know you – even if that 
means sharing in your sufferings and coming to the end of living for 
my own resume and agenda. I know how easy it would be to follow 
the path of Rehoboam and take the counsel of those who tell me to 
live for myself and make a name for myself. In fact, that’s the counsel 
of my own heart many days! Help me remember that all those things 
I can do and achieve are worthless if I don’t know Jesus, stand in 
his righteousness, and look forward to sharing in his resurrection. 
Remind me that my home is in heaven, my security in God’s hand, 
and my identity in Christ today and forever. Thanks for slowing me 
down, Jesus, to remind me of what’s most important today – to hear 
your voice, to learn your heart, to rest in your love. Might I know you 
more today in every joy and sorrow and treasure you above all else, 
my God and King. Amen.



OCTOBER 10 (I KINGS 13, PHILIPPIANS 4)
O Father, how wonderful it all sounds – joy, peace, contentment – but 
they often seem so elusive for me! I’m so focused on my circumstances, 
and there seems so much cause for discouragement rather than 
rejoicing in the Lord who is good to me in every circumstance. I’m 
so focused on my anxiety about what I can control and what I feel 
like I can’t control that I forget to bring everything to God in prayer 
and instead leave my heart and mind unguarded and subject to 
the attacks of the Enemy. I’m so focused on my own capacities to 
achieve the priorities I have for my life rather than depending on 
the Savior who strengthens me through his incomparable power to 
rest in Him no matter what. Remind me, Father, that you will meet 
all my needs according to your glorious provision in Jesus so that I 
will look nowhere else but Him. May I find all life’s treasures in Jesus, 
including joy, peace, and contentment today. Amen.



OCTOBER 11 (I KINGS 14, COLOSSIANS 1)
(Spend a few minutes considering specific ways Jesus shows us who 
God is and what God is like. What things did He do that displayed his 
glory and grace? How did He treat people? How does that impact 
the way you view and relate to God?) Jesus, what a wonder it is to 
me that you who created this whole world were willing to enter into 
it to be near to us, even in our suffering, struggling, and sinning. 
Thank you for showing us so perfectly the God we were made to 
know and love. Thank you for helping us know how to relate to Him. 
Thank you ultimately for reconciling us to Him by your death in a 
way that we never could have made happen on our own. You are 
mighty and merciful, glorious and gracious, wonderfully just and yet 
willingly treated unjustly for the sake of those you love. God, may I 
draw near to you today as you so eagerly and sacrificially drew near 
to me in the person of your Son. To Him be the glory! Amen.



OCTOBER 12 (I KINGS 15, COLOSSIANS 2)
Gracious Father, help me to walk today and every day in Jesus – 
going deeper in my relationship with Him, finding strength in Him 
rather than myself, overflowing with thanksgiving for his grace. 
Guard me from the devastation of your people living in their own 
wisdom and following their own desires. Especially guard us from 
the destruction caused by leaders of your people doing evil and 
pursuing idols. Protect our leaders, O God! They keep watch over 
our souls, but help us keep watch over their souls by praying for 
them, pointing them to you, and eagerly following when they lead 
us in your paths. How many are the idols of this world that lead to 
our demise! They seem so easy to find when we are living in our own 
wisdom and seeking our own pleasure. So give our pastors hearts 
for your glory alone. Give our elders and deacons humility. Give 
our Grace Group leaders love for you, that we may all follow you 
faithfully together. Amen.



OCTOBER 13 (I KINGS 16, COLOSSIANS 3)
Sometimes, God, you make the contrast before me so vivid that it 
grabs my attention. You have set before us two paths: blessing and 
life, cursing and death. You show me the wickedness of Ahab and 
other leaders of your people – the utter devastation brought by the 
choice of idolatry, immorality, and self-love. On the other hand, you 
show me the wonder of setting my heart on things above – the utter 
delight of finding life in Christ, glory with Him at his appearance, and 
a life even now focused on loving and serving others as your dearly 
beloved children. Help me see today even the small choices I make 
that turn my heart after self, sin, and idolatry. Give me grace to resist 
Satan, to love others more than I love myself, and to follow Jesus 
to glory no matter the cost. Set my heart right now, King Jesus, on 
things above – may I love you most, long most for that joy, and look 
forward most to those pleasures at your right hand forever. Amen.  



OCTOBER 14 (I KINGS 17, COLOSSIANS 4)
Jehovah Jireh, the Lord who Provides, remind me again today that I 
can trust you in all things. Help me to be faithful where you call me, 
like the widow of Zarephath, even when I don’t think I have enough 
to obey or to survive. You, Father, have the power over creation and 
even over death so that having all I need at all times and in every 
way I may abound in works of faith and hope in you. Spirit, grow my 
faith; increase my obedience; lead me to generosity; help me even 
to risk for the sake of following Jesus; teach me of your abundant 
blessing; even give me grace to testify to your power and provision 
to anyone who will listen. Don’t let the circumstances around me, 
my needs, my lack of resources, cause me to believe you are against 
me when you have spared not your only Son. How will you not also 
along with Him graciously give me everything I need? I love you and 
I trust you again today, gracious Father. Amen.



OCTOBER 15 (I KINGS 18, I THESSALONIANS 1)   
(Spend a few moments considering in what ways you waver (“limp”) 
between two opinions as you serve YHWH with your lips or your 
money or your church attendance but serve other gods with your 
time or your priorities or your efforts. Tell God where you sense the 
conviction of his Spirit toward an undivided heart.) O Father, you 
alone are God – there is no one like you and nothing else worthy of 
my heart’s affection, my mind’s attention, and my soul’s adoration! 
As you showed yourself real and mighty in the days of Elijah and 
the prophets of Baal, so overwhelm me with your greatness and 
grace that my heart would return to you, you alone. Forgive me for 
the ways I have wavered – providing for myself, seeking pleasure in 
other places, assuming there was a better life apart from you for me 
or my kids – thank you for burning up the sacrifice of Jesus and not 
my wavering soul. I worship you with all I am today. Amen.



OCTOBER 16 (I KINGS 19, I THESSALONIANS 2)
Kind Father, who spared not his only Son but graciously gave Him 
up for us all, grow in me your heart of love for the people around 
me today. Work in me the love of Paul, who delighted to share not 
only the gospel of Jesus but also his very life because of his love for 
others. Give me love for my family … love for my neighbors … love 
for my fellow Southwood members … love for my co-workers … 
love for my classmates … love for the strangers I come across today. 
Give me grace to share my time, my struggles, and my energy with 
them and always to share Jesus with them. Help me to love them 
not merely in words but truly in deeds and actions. May your Spirit 
so fill me that the fruit of love overflows from me to everyone I see 
or speak to today. Your love, Father, is unmatched and unending; 
but might my faltering love reflect the nature of yours even in a 
small way today by your undeserved grace. I ask this in Jesus’ name, 
Amen.



OCTOBER 17 (I KINGS 20, I THESSALONIANS 3)
(Spend a few minutes contemplating the various people in your life 
you’re thankful to get to see God’s work in. Consider family members, 
fellow Southwood members, friends, and neighbors.) Gracious God, 
how kind you are to continue your work in the lives of so many I love! 
Recounting to myself some of the stories of your grace intervening, 
your mercy protecting, and your Spirit strengthening stirs great 
thanksgiving in my heart and love for you as well as for my brothers 
and sisters. Give me opportunity to share this joy with some of these 
dear ones again soon – even those who live at a great distance 
from me. Continue to bless them today while I’m not with them, and 
show me whom I could visit for mutual spiritual encouragement. In 
the meantime, Father, hold them all fast in your strong and tender 
hand. Sustain them in their faith and use them powerfully in your 
kingdom work for the sake of King Jesus, Amen.



OCTOBER 18 (II SAMUEL 14, II CORINTHIANS 7)
Holy God, whose will for me is my sanctification – that I, like you, 
may be set apart as holy, may be increasingly living a life defined by 
my relationship with you, may be marked by a uniqueness in the way 
I live and love – meet me and transform me even in my grief. (Take 
a couple minutes to consider the most recent loss or injustice or life 
disappointment that you have experienced. Ask God to allow you to 
grieve deeply before Him and ask Him to show you an eternal hope 
for life, justice, or satisfaction in his presence.) Thank you, Father, 
that I can truly grieve and that you grieve with me, even as Jesus 
wept before the grave of his friend. You never minimize my pain! 
And thank you also for the hope of redemption and restoration and 
eternity that you set before me again today. You really will make all 
sad things come untrue and right every wrong. You, God, are my 
hope, and I live in that hope even through my tears today. Amen.



OCTOBER 19 (I KINGS 22, I THESSALONIANS 5)
Ever-present God and Father, your will for me is to rejoice always, to 
give thanks in all circumstances because I am in Christ Jesus – united 
to Him and therefore always your beloved child! Today especially 
I’m longing to grow in your will for me to “pray without ceasing.” 
How amazing would it be if my relationship with you grew like that 
– where I was consistently aware of your Spirit’s presence with me, 
where I was talking with you about the big and small things that arise 
through my day, where I was depending on you more than on my 
own wisdom, gifts, or strengths. Father, I confess it’s almost too far 
from where I live to imagine. Help me! My spirit is willing, but my 
flesh is weak. I long to live with you like that, and your Word tells me 
that in Christ Jesus I can. I am united to Christ – everywhere, every 
moment – so give me grace to delight in you and share with you the 
momentary joys, hurts, and struggles even today. Amen. 



OCTOBER 20 (II KINGS 1, II THESSALONIANS 1)
Holy and kind Father, I give you thanks for the love and faith you 
are growing among our Southwood Family. In spite of a range of 
ages, backgrounds, and social connections, you are giving us a 
deepening love for one another. Thank you for the love evident 
in our Grace Groups; in the hallways, classrooms, and nursery on 
Sunday mornings; in the bustling Wednesday night Southwood 
Family dinner. Thank you for the ways the least and the littlest and 
the left-out find a home in our family; may that love grow! And thank 
you, Father, for the faith that is evident throughout our church. Thank 
you for the faith expressed in peaceful ends of life for our dying 
members. Thank you for the faith expressed at the Lord’s Supper by 
some of our younger members. Thank you for the faith expressed 
by many who are struggling and hurting but clinging to Jesus and 
his promises. May our faith grow as you refine us. Thank you, Jesus!   



OCTOBER 21 (II KINGS 2, II THESSALONIANS 2)
What a wonderful concept, God our Father – that through grace 
you give us eternal comfort and good hope! Praise be to you that 
it is by grace alone that we have any comfort now but especially 
forever; our sins are too great for it to be otherwise. And the comfort 
we have in our Lord Jesus Christ, as his brothers and sisters, truly is 
as eternal as his divine being, his resurrected life, and his undying 
promises. Praise the Lord! Also, good Father and gracious Son, you 
give us good hope through grace. We have confident expectations, 
secure standing, certain futures because of what you have done for 
us, not because of what we have done for ourselves. We have the 
hope of overcoming Satan, of conquering death, of being held firm 
to the end – all because your grace sustains and strengthens us. So, 
God, may my comforted, hopeful heart live today in every good 
work and word you have for me, to the glory of Jesus and his grace, 
Amen.



OCTOBER 22 (II KINGS 3, II THESSALONIANS 3)
God who provides all that I need, thank you that you have given me 
work – formal and informal – that I can use the body, the mind, the 
skills you have given me to enjoy the fruit of your creation, to tend it 
and to keep it, to rule over it and exercise dominion on your behalf. 
So give me grace where you have called me today to work faithfully. 
Guard my heart from sloth when you have called me to significant 
work and also guard me from finding my identity in my work when 
I am defined by who I am in Christ, not by what I do. Sustain me, 
kind Father, that I may not grow weary in doing good. Make me 
grateful rather than self-reliant, humble rather than prideful, full of 
thanksgiving rather than full of greed. May I do all the work you 
give me as unto the Lord, because I know that you are the One who 
made me to work and you are the One who created good works for 
me to walk in. So help me in the name of Jesus, Amen



OCTOBER 23 (II KINGS 4, I TIMOTHY 1)
God who provides all that I need, thank you that you have given me 
work – formal and informal – that I can use the body, the mind, the 
skills you have given me to enjoy the fruit of your creation, to tend it 
and to keep it, to rule over it and exercise dominion on your behalf. 
So give me grace where you have called me today to work faithfully. 
Guard my heart from sloth when you have called me to significant 
work and also guard me from finding my identity in my work when 
I am defined by who I am in Christ, not by what I do. Sustain me, 
kind Father, that I may not grow weary in doing good. Make me 
grateful rather than self-reliant, humble rather than prideful, full of 
thanksgiving rather than full of greed. May I do all the work you 
give me as unto the Lord, because I know that you are the One who 
made me to work and you are the One who created good works for 
me to walk in. So help me in the name of Jesus, Amen.



OCTOBER 24 (II KINGS 5, I TIMOTHY 2)
Father, forgive me when I foolishly demand you to meet me on my 
terms and give me what I want from you, as Naaman did. Humble 
my heart and give me a fresh longing to know you, to see your 
power made plain, and to experience your healing. Indeed, your 
might knows no bounds – no ethnicity can claim the corner on your 
blessing, no social class can demand your response, no person can 
limit your grace. Please send a fresh outpouring of your Spirit to 
bring revival in our city, to transform communities around the world 
where our partners labor to declare your name, to humble nations 
before the God of the universe. You alone are worthy of our trust, 
our hope, and our worship. So continue to show yourself strong that 
even those of us of little faith have our trust in you expanded and 
our vision of your kingdom exploded to the nations. Cleanse, heal, 
and forgive, precious Jesus! I ask in your name, Amen.
 



OCTOBER 25 (II KINGS 6, I TIMOTHY 3)
Jesus, King and Head of your Church, I thank you today for the 
elders and deacons you have called and gifted to Southwood. I pray 
that you would continue to grow their relationships with you – that 
they might be bold, prayerful, humble, caring, godly men who lead 
this church in your ways. And I pray that you would raise up more 
like them to love and lead this church in the days and years ahead. 
Would you open all of our eyes, as you did those of Elisha’s servant, 
to see the chariots of fire and to know that those who are with us 
are more than those with the enemy. There is so much more going 
on in this world than we see on a daily basis. Give me your eyes for 
the people and places around me every day. Help me trust your 
supernatural provision and the angels that guard my life and my 
church. Give me grace to live faithfully for the honor and glory of 
your name in everything I do today. I ask this in your great name, 
Amen. 



OCTOBER 26  (II KINGS 7, I TIMOTHY 4)
(Spend a few minutes considering your schedule and priorities. 
What gets most of your time and attention – physical or spiritual 
concerns? Ask God to show you where your priorities may have 
become disordered and to realign you with his priorities.) Father, 
thank you for caring about both my body and my spiritual life. But 
I confess that sometimes I care more about how I look or how I feel 
than how I love. My relationships with others dwarf my relationship 
with you in my mind. I neglect you more often than I neglect a 
workout or a meal. Help me, Lord, to realize that “godliness holds 
promise for the present life and also for the life to come.” In fact, 
help me to order my days and my hours in light of that reality. Don’t 
let me give my highest priority to things of lesser value. You are 
ultimately worthy, God, and knowing you more and being shaped 
into your likeness is what I long for more than anything else. Help 
me to live in that light. Amen.  



OCTOBER 27 (II KINGS 8, I TIMOTHY 5)
O God who sees everyone and who forgets no one, especially being 
near the lowly and brokenhearted, help me to reflect that love that 
you have especially toward the widows in my life. They are precious 
to you, Father; may they be so to me – that they may even feel your 
love for them through me. (Take a moment to consider the widows 
and other elderly people you know in your family, neighborhood, 
and church family). Gracious Lord, meet them in their times of 
loneliness with reassurance of your presence. Encourage them 
with your purposes for them even and especially in this season of 
their lives. Continue to comfort them with the hope of eternal glory 
with you as they long for that life that is truly life. May they know 
they’re a valued part of our Southwood Family – or my own family or 
community. Shine through me the love that you have for these dear 
ones you’ve made and never forget. For Jesus’ sake, Amen. 



OCTOBER 28 (II KINGS 9, I TIMOTHY 6)
(Take a few minutes to reflect on your relationship with money. 
Regardless of how much you have, what do you look to it for? 
Security? Significance? Status? How content do you feel with what 
you have? Talk with God about how you really feel.) O God who 
gives so generously to his children, thank you for the countless 
blessings you have poured into my life! Forgive me for the entitled 
spirit and discontented heart that ever thinks I don’t have what I 
need or doubts your good care for me. Root out from the depths of 
my being the love of money and all the other evils it leads to in my 
life. Remind me that in Christ I have all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge, all the riches greater than the world could offer. Then 
give me by your Spirit a deep contentment that I have exactly what 
I need in every circumstance because of your kind generosity and 
bountiful grace. I give thanks to you in Jesus’ name, Amen.

 



OCTOBER 29 (II KINGS 10-11, II TIMOTHY 1)
O God who is faithful generation after generation, thank you for 
your covenantal work in the lives of our children and our children’s 
children. Thank you for mothers and grandmothers like Lois and 
Eunice – for our own mothers and grandmothers – even as we miss 
them and care for them in their latter years. Strengthen us to honor 
them, their faith, and their legacy that has been passed on to us. 
Thank you for spiritual mothers who have shaped each of us. May 
they know even a fraction of their kingdom impact for your glory. 
And we do pray, Father, for the next generation – those we know 
and love and those who are yet unborn – that they will experience 
the beauty of your faithfulness in being a God to them, a God they 
can know and love and trust. Work faith in them, Holy Spirit, that 
they may enjoy the confidence of trusting you every day of their 
lives and live forever in the wonder of your presence. Amen.



OCTOBER 30 (II KINGS 12, II TIMOTHY 2)
Great is your faithfulness, O God my Father! Indeed, even when I am 
faithless, you yet remain faithful to all your promises to me. I confess 
that I do have a tendency to get drawn into youthful passions and 
foolish controversies, to neglect the calling you have given me as your 
child, to pursue my own priorities rather than your clear direction. 
So I cling to the truth that your character never wavers, that you 
forgive again, that your faithfulness is great and your mercies new 
every morning. Praise be to your holy name! God, I want to be more 
like you; I don’t want to be faithless; I don’t want to live for my own 
pleasure, comfort, and glory. So grow my faith in you, so strengthen 
my sense of your Spirit’s direction, so help my weakness and fear, 
that I might increasingly be a faithful servant to my faithful Savior. 
Thank you for your grace that is sufficient every day, including today. 
I pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.



OCTOBER 31 (II KINGS 13, II TIMOTHY 3)
Thank you, kind Father, for your holy Word. Thank you for wanting 
relationship with us sinners enough to use your breath to share with 
us your truth and grace, to tell us the story of your love, to give us the 
guidance we need to know and live with you. What an inestimable 
gift the Scriptures are to us! Would you now help me to use them as 
you have told me they can be profitably used in my life: teach me, 
reprove me, correct me, train me in righteousness that I may walk 
in every good work you prepared in advance for me. Shape me by 
your truth; your Word is truth! Help me not only to spend time with 
you in your Word but also then to live according to its beautiful 
and good precepts, to follow its commands, and to reflect the heart 
of its Author. Then, Father, I will know you more. Then, King, I will 
follow you more. Then, Savior, I will love you more in every situation 
every day of my life. Guide me, Spirit. Amen.





The Riverside Church Two Year Bible Reading Plan 
(Volume 1 & Volume 2) will allow you to read the 
New Testament and Psalms once every year and 

the Old Testament once every two years.

This bible reading plan is adapted from one 
compiled by Scottish preacher Robert Murray 

M’Cheyne (1813-1843).

You will find daily devotionals matching these 
readings in D.A. Carson’s For the Love of God: A 
Daily Companion for Discovering the Riches of 

God’s Word, Volume Two.
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